
The Ocean Star (08/03/2012): Trial Date Set 
for Boating Accident that Killed BHYC 

Member in 2008 
Trial date for Brick resident Anthony Digilio set for Oct. 29 

By Haley Behre 

BRICK TOWNSHIP — A trial date has been set for the man who allegedly fled the scene after 
his boat hit another vessel, killing one man and injuring four others in 2008.  

Anthony Digilio, 33, of Brick Township, was charged with vehicular homicide and two counts of 
assault by vessel in February 2010 for his alleged connection with the hit-and-run boating 
accident.  

If he does not take a plea, Mr. Digilio’s trial will begin on Oct. 29. If convicted, he could face up 
to 10 years in prison for the vehicular homicide charge and up to 18 months in prison for each 
count of assault by vessel. This is a criminal case.  

Mr. Digilio was allegedly driving his 27-foot Imperial powerboat on the Metedeconk River in 
Brick Township late at night on Aug. 3, 2008, when his powerboat struck Robert Post’s 17-foot 
Boston Whaler at approximately 1:14 a.m. 

As a result, Mr. Post, of Essex Fells, suffered a fatal head wound in the impact. The other four 
passengers — his wife, Bonnie, 56, Cliff and Joan Farren, 49 and 50, respectively, of St. Davids, 
Pa., and Karen Kelly, 50, of Norcross, Ga. — were all transported to Jersey Shore University 
Medical Center, Neptune, the day of the accident, and were later released. All passengers were 
members of the Bay Head Yacht Club.  

Hillary Bryce, lead prosecutor who is representing the state on behalf of Mrs. Post, said she will 
present a case alleging the defendant was driving the boat late at night at a higher rate of speed 
than allowed without his bow light on, which is required to be on at night.  

“With those two factors, we allege he drove in a reckless manner and because of it, caused the 
death of Robert Post,” Ms. Bryce said, adding that Mr. Post’s boat had its bow light on.  

According to Ms. Bryce, reckless means “the person is aware of and consciously disregards a 
substantial and unjustifiable risk that death will result from their conduct.”  

When asked whether alcohol or drugs were involved, Ms. Bryce said no drugs were involved 
that she knew of and there was no way to tell whether alcohol was involved because Mr. Digilio 
was not apprehended until days after the accident occurred.  



Ms. Bryce said the witness list has not been decided yet, but it will probably include the 
surviving victims, a boat expert, doctors and those who responded to the accident. 

Mr. Digilio’s former attorney, William P. Cunningham, reported at the time of the accident that 
Mr. Digilio and his girlfriend were on the river the night of the accident, returning to a relative’s 
home after a day out on the ocean, when they hit something. 

Mr. Cunninghman reported at the time that Mr. Digilio subsequently stopped to check his boat, 
but did not see or hear anything. The attorney said his client believed, at the time, that he had hit 
a log.  

Joseph Tacopina, a New York-based attorney who is representing Mr. Digilio in the trial, said he 
does not want to comment at this time, except to say he “anticipates taking the case to trial.” 

The trial is scheduled to begin on Oct. 29 at 9 a.m. at Ocean County Superior Court in Toms 
River. It is open to the public.  

Mr. Digilio also faced a civil lawsuit, which was resolved in 2011.  

According to John James, attorney for Mrs. Post in the civil lawsuit, Mr. Digilio faced charges 
due to maritime negligence, which is dictated by a federal law since the accident occurred on the 
water.  

The case was settled, Mr. James said.  

Mrs. Post and the other victims received money for their injuries, he said, but he is unable to 
disclose how much money they received.  

	  


