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Store raises $4,000 for local nonprofit
By holding benefit this past weekend,
giving portion of sales for 2013
By Haley Behre

POINT PLEASANT BEACH — People enjoyed an “endless
summer” this past Saturday while raising funds for a local
nonprofit.

The Endless Summer event, hosted by Sea & Green, benefited
the Shores United Relief Fund [SURF], a nonprofit formed in
the wake of Hurricane Sandy to aid those impacted by the
storm. Sea & Green, on Bay Avenue, is a store featuring
handmade art, home decor and accessories.

The day featured live entertainment by Nalani & Sarina, of
Flemington, an eco-friendly children’s craft table, food, music
and a silent auction. The silent auction included local art and
gift baskets donated from local businesses, and a table made
from the planks of the old boardwalk.

The event went well, said Rebecca Biskaduros, owner of Sea
and Green.

About 75 people came out to the event, which was not a huge
turnout, she said.

“I wish there was more,” but they
were competing with other events, she said.

Ms. Biskaduros said she chose to raise funds for SURF because it is an all-volunteer run
organization that keeps the money in local communities.

Bergen Bowne, 17, of Colts Neck, said the event benefited a great cause because it is
helping restore the Shore.

Frank Rizzo, SURF corporate donations director, said the event is wonderful because it
shows Sea & Green’s “integrity of wanting to be involved.” He also said it would be
helpful if other businesses “step up and keep the thought alive.”

According to Mr. Rizzo, SURF wants to “pave the pathway of doing something good.”

There is a tendency, according to Mr. Rizzo, of those not living in the area to come to the Jersey Shore and
enjoy a day at the beach but not think of the community that lives there.

“If they didn’t have anything that happened to them they’re just living their normal life,” he said, but “for the
most part,” people have forgotten what has happened even though there is still work to be done.

“For the people that are still in this community, you got to do what you can to help,” he said.

Any money that is raised for the community is good, he said, noting the benefit went well. Mr. Rizzo also said it
is nice the community is reaching out and trying to help.
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Rebecca Biskaduros [left], owner of Sea &
Green, and Point Pleasant Beach resident Tania
Sperotto enjoyed the nice Saturday weather
this past weekend at a benefit for Shores
United Relief Fund. The benefit, hosted by Sea
& Green, raised more than $4,000 for the
nonprofit. Photo by STEVE WEXLER, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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The money raised will go to the local community, although he is not sure where, Mr. Rizzo said.

According to Ms. Biskaduros, Sea & Green will be donating just over $4,000 to SURF. These proceeds were from
the event, as well as 1 percent of sales the shop has raised through July. Sea & Green decided to donate 1
percent of all sales to SURF for 2013.

Janet Paulmenn, of Point Pleasant, said holding an event for SURF was a “wonderful idea” because the
nonprofit has “been so good at helping people since Oct. 29, 2012.”

Dawn Granata, of Jackson, said the Endless Summer event was a great one.

“I’d like to get it [the Jersey Shore] back to where it was so every little bit helps,” she said.
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