
The Coast Star (08/30/2012): Preserving 
Almost 100 Years of Belmar’s History 

Historical Society looking to preserve Coast Advertiser online 

 

A copy of the Jan. 7, 1921 edition of The Coast Advertiser, a weekly newspaper that covered Belmar. The Belmar 
Historical Society is looking to convert 1893-1973 editions of The Coast Advertiser to digital form to be put on their 

website. The project, if approved, is expected to be completed by June or July 2013. Photo by JOSEPH J. 
DELCONZO, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Around the time The Coast Star began serving the area, The Coast Advertiser was 
also documenting and recording Belmar as it developed into the town it is today. 

Now, the Belmar Historical Society is looking to preserve that history online by converting the 
print version of The Coast Advertiser into a digitized version for the web. 

The Coast Advertiser, which was formerly known as The Coast Echo, was a weekly paper that 
primarily covered Belmar, but also reported on some regional and state issues, said Pat O’Keefe, 
secretary for the historical society. Ms. O’Keefe added that she cannot say for sure how long the 
newspaper was published. 

 “It’s truly a diary of Belmar,” she said, referring to The Coast Advertiser. 

Naomi Reissner, president of the Belmar Historical Society, said the historic society is looking to 
digitize their collection from 1893 to 1973. The historical society is missing a few years in its 
collection: 1923, 1924, 1931, 1932, 1943 and 1944.  

“As a historical society we are always looking to educate the public about Belmar’s 
development,” she said. “One of the great sources to doing that is the newspaper collection.” 



In order to digitize the collection, the historical society is in the process of applying for a Project 
Grant from the New Jersey Historical Commission, Ms. Reissner said. The society is requesting 
$11,450 from the grant, and the historical society will be contributing an additional $5,000, she 
said.  

Thus far, the historical society already has 10 reels of microfilm done through the New Jersey 
Newspaper Project, Ms. Reissner said, noting that those 10 reels will also be digitized. 

The New Jersey Newspaper Project is part of the United States Newspaper Program, whose 
purpose is to locate, catalog and preserve on microfilm newspapers published in the United 
States from the 18th century to the present, according to www.neh.gov/us-newspaper-program. 
Funding for the program is provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities.  

Councilman Brian Magovern, council liaison to the Belmar Historical Society, said he is excited 
about having The Coast Advertiser online. 

As a lifelong resident of Belmar, Councilman Magovern said he remembers getting the 
newspaper each week.  

And now that it will be available online, the councilman said he will enjoy being able to 
reminisce during his family reunions and being able to pull up old articles. 

That, he said, is the “most exciting part.”  

The Belmar Historical Society should hear whether they receive the grant by January 2013. If 
they receive the grant, Ms. Reissner said she expects the project to be completed and on the 
website, www.belmarhistoricalsociety.org, by June or July 2013. 

	  


