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LAKE COMO — The three towns bordering Lake Como will meet on Sept. 6 to discuss the 
possibility of creating a lake commission.  

Lake Como Mayor Mike Ryan said the borough has been trying to create a lake commission for 
about 18 years without any luck.  

At one point, the three towns — Lake Como, Belmar and Spring Lake —established a lake 
committee, but that was soon disbanded because it was futile, Mayor Ryan said. The committee was 
created between 1995-1997, Mayor Ryan said, although he could not remember exactly when it was 
created. 

“The committee was limited because it could only advise,” he said, adding that decisions about the 
lake still had to be voted on by the towns’ councils. “Too many people were trying to manage [the 
lake].”  

Now, about 15 years later, the three boroughs will discuss establishing another entity to manage the 
lake— an entity that has more authority.  

About two weeks ago, Lake Como sent out a letter requesting to meet representatives from Belmar 
and Spring Lake about establishing a lake commission. Both towns responded to the letter and will 
be sending a representative.  

“[A lake commission] would provide a uniformed and balanced approach to protect the lake,” 
Mayor Ryan said. It will be done “in a manner governed by ordinance and has equal standing in 
each of the towns.” 

The lake commission, if established, would consist of representatives from all three towns, and 
would have the authority to apply for grants, Mayor Ryan said. 

Spring Lake borough administrator Bryan Dempsey said he will be attending the meeting on Sept. 
6.  

“We are always willing to help our neighboring towns,” he said, but he is unsure whether Spring 
Lake would be in favor of a lake commission until after the meeting. 

Mr. Dempsey said this would be new for the borough, but it remains open to the idea. 



Belmar borough administrator Bill Young said he also will be attending the meeting in September 
to learn about the lake commission.  

Mr. Young said the borough is excited to discuss the lake commission, which could begin to solve 
the flooding issue that occurs when inclement weather hits the area, such as Hurricane Irene that hit 
in August 2011. 

“The end game is to work with the neighboring towns to make sure the lake survives … and to 
protect residents’ homes and property in Belmar,” he said. 

The borough administrator added that Belmar has talked with Congressman Frank Pallone [D-6] on 
ways to get federal and state funding to “implement effective solutions.”  

The meeting will take place on Sept. 6 in Lake Como borough hall. It is not open to the public.  

	  


