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Improvements Set to Start, Finish in 

September 
All improvements will cost about $141,000 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Belmar Public Library will be as good as new after many planned library 
improvements are finished in the upcoming month. 

According to Bill Young, borough administrator, these improvements are “long overdue.” 

“We are bringing it up to code and fixing all the deficiencies,” he said. 

The borough awarded Mark Woszczak Mechanical Contractors of Manasquan, the contract for 
library site improvements. The contract is for $47, 397. 

Under the library site improvements, a new paved driveway will be installed in the same location 
as the current one, the concrete apron and the sidewalk at the driveway will be replaced with new 
concrete and parking spots will be marked in the new driveway, including a handicapped spot.  

The plans also include relocating the storm pipe that currently runs under the building and is 
cracked. It will be sealed, then relocated away from the building. The remaining pipe under the 
building will also be sealed. 

There has been a water infiltration problem in the basement for many years, Mr. Young said. 

“This will remedy it,” he said, noting the new improvements to the basement will enable the 
library to hold events there. 

The library sits in a “moat,” meaning the ground level is at the same level as the building’s 
basement, Mr. Young said. This will be eliminated by filling it with stone. New floor drains will 
also be installed under the stone to collect any water that gets in.  

A new sump pump with an emergency battery backup will be installed in the basement. Sump 
pumps are commonly used in basements where flooding happens regularly, and are used to 
remedy the dampness.  

As it stands, the pump drains the water onto the lawn, Mr. Young said. With the new sump 
pump, that will not happen, as the water that is drained will go directly into the new storm pipe.  



The library building’s exterior is also being revamped. The borough awarded a contract to Gen II 
Contracting Co. Inc., of Clarksburg, for $93, 500.  

Under this contract, the new roof will be replaced with a new faux slate roof. One-hundred 
pieces of the old roof will be kept for the library’s use.  

In the future, those 100 pieces of roof will be sold, with the money going back to the library, Mr. 
Young said. 

The new roof will also be fitted with all aluminum gutters and roof leaders. 

Also, a new, two-coat stucco base coat with wire mesh will be applied to the east and west sides 
of the library, and a new color top coat matching the existing color will be applied to all sides of 
the building. 

All these improvements will “restore its historic look and feel,” Mr. Young said. “It will look 
like a beautiful seashore library.” 

Improvements to the library are set to begin over the next few weeks. During that time, the 
library will remain open and “safe for customers and employees,” Mr. Young said. 

A handmade, new front desk has been constructed by Department of Public Works employee 
Joseph Freda. 

The upstairs will also be rearranged to accommodate the computers from downstairs which will 
be relocated there. This will include new furniture and chairs for work stations. New table and 
chairs will also be purchased for the library. In addition, new carpeting will also be installed, 
which the borough is currently collecting quotes on. 

In the future, the front steps of the library will be redone. This will be done sometime this year, 
Mr. Young said. 

Another future improvement is an emergency generator that will be installed to keep the library 
up and running during power outages, Mr. Young said. It will be located in the rear of the 
building, and will cost $80,000. 

These improvement plans are expected to start and finish in September. 

	  


