
The Coast Star (08/30/2012): Thirty-Six Children 
Compete for the Coveted Mayor’s Cup 

Neptune Township to showcase the trophy until next year’s regatta 

 

The Belmar sailing team posed with Tina Connelly, recreation director [back, from left], Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty and 
Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay at the Mayor’s Cup Regatta award ceremony on Aug. 24. Belmar placed last in this year’s regatta. 
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BELMAR — Thirty-six individuals representing six towns competed for the chance to showcase the Mayor’s 
Cup trophy in their town for one year at the eighth annual Mayor’s Cup Regatta on Aug. 24. 

The eighth annual Mayor’s Cup Regatta, hosted by the six towns’ recreation directors and Friends of the Belmar 
Harbor [FOBH], is an annual, friendly competition between the six towns bordering the Shark River. Those 
towns are Belmar, Avon, Bradley Beach, Neptune, Neptune City and Wall Township. 

The regatta, which takes place near the L Street Beach Marina, here, is a culminating activity after two-weeks 
of full-day sailing instruction provided by FOBH. 

This year’s winner was Neptune Township, followed by Wall Township, Avon, Neptune City, Bradley Beach 
and Belmar.  

Dawn Thompson, co-founder of the regatta and Neptune Township recreation director, said winning was 
“awesome.” 

“I was really excited for the kids because they worked really hard and they worked really well together,” she 
said. 

Each of the 36 students— six from each town— in the sailing program receive a scholarship from their 
respective town’s recreation departments, Ms. Thompson said. 

According to Ms. Thompson, each recreation department chooses children who could not afford to participate 
in a sailing program on their own. 



“We sponsor it one time to spark their interest in it,” she said, adding they also hope the program sparks an 
interest in the Shark River. 

According to Ms. Thompson, the Mayor’s Cup Regatta began in 2005 as a way to bring five of the towns 
surrounding Shark River together to appreciate the river and show support for dredging the river. Bradley Beach 
was not one of the original five towns, she added, noting the town was added to the regatta two years ago. 

For two weeks, the 36 children learn how to sail one of the three boats, O’pen BICs, JY15s and optimists, said 
Chris Childers, head instructor and instruction coordinator for FOBH. 

The children not only learn how to sail, but they also learn about protecting the river and getting involved with 
it “instead of just looking at it.”  

An appreciation for the river is “inherent in the sport of sailing,” Mr. Childers said. “If it’s dirty you can’t swim 
in it and if things are in it you won’t want to sail.” 

Michael Mixson, FOBH member and co-founder of the regatta, said the sailing instruction program helps build 
a lifelong love for the sport and love for the water so “people respect it and don’t throw stuff in it.”  

The Mayor’s Cup will be showcased at the Neptune Township municipal building, on Neptune Boulevard, until 
next year’s regatta, when the trophy will be handed off to the next winner. 

	  


