
The Coast Star (08/30/2012): Resident suggests 
changing trick or treat date to weekend 

Could benefit the town as a whole, resident says 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — Trick or treating is traditionally held on Oct. 31, the night of Halloween, each year. But for 
one resident, that tradition should change in the borough to accommodate the community. 

During the public comment portion of last week’s council meeting, Annette Cline, of 19th Avenue, said Lake 
Como should change the date of trick or treating to the weekend of each year. She recommended the date be 
changed to the last Saturday of the month this year, on Oct. 27, from 12-6 p.m. 

“It isn’t like years ago when mommy stayed at home” and she can take the children out, she said at the meeting. 

According to Louise Mekosh, borough administrator, the borough has an all-year curfew of 10 p.m. for those 
under 18 years of age.  

But Ms. Cline said the borough should change with the times, and accommodate the working parents, senior 
citizens and even the children.  

 “[The borough] comes back with ‘it’s a tradition,’ but sometimes it’s time to change things,” she said after the 
meeting. 

Ms. Cline said changing the date for trick or treating would benefit the community at large. 

It would help parents who would not have to rush home to help their children change into their costume then 
traipse around town in the dark, she said. 

It would help senior citizens and all those who hand out the candy who do not always want to open their door 
when it gets dark out, she said. 

It would help businesses, as more could partake in the festivities, supplying candy and goodies for the children, 
she said. 

And it could help children, who, after stocking up on candy and getting a “sugar high,” then have to wake up 
early the next morning to attend school, Ms. Cline said.  

“It’s a benefit instead of a hindrance,” she said after the meeting. 

After Ms. Cline made her plea to the council, Mayor Mike Ryan said he’d bring the issue to the police 
department for their input. 

Mayor Ryan had his reservations though, stating that it would not stop children from trick or treating the night 
of Halloween, which is on a Wednesday this year.  

Ms. Cline said if that happened, it would be “your choice if you answer the door or not.” 



The mayor was also concerned whether Belmar would participate or not. 

Mr. Ryan said many of the activities the borough does is tied in with what the school does.  

“We want to make sure we don’t step on anyone’s toes at the school,” he said, noting that students dress up for 
Halloween at school.  

Ms. Cline said “this is our town. [Lake Como] is separate from Belmar.”  

The mayor said he will ask the council members to come back to him with comments on the suggestion.  

“Nothing can be done unless [the council] wants to do something,” he said.  

	  


