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Belmar pavilion fight heats up
Residents Seek Referendum
There are 2 comments on this story. Click to comment.

By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar residents are looking to halt the borough’s
plan to rebuild the beachfront pavilions — an item that was on
last night’s council meeting agenda — and put the decision in
residents’ hands, instead.

During Superstorm Sandy last October, the four beachfront
pavilions were damaged and have since been demolished.

In their place this summer season stand five trailers that house
the concessions that were once in those pavilions.

The long-term plan is to rebuild those pavilions to their former
glory, and even add improvements and new additions to them.

To do that, an advisory committee was formed in January with
the task of discussing plans for the new pavilions.

The advisory committee has developed plans for three of the
four pavilions. The 13th Avenue Pavilion has not been
developed, yet,

as the borough is considering whether to rebuild that
structure.

In July, architect Gregg Sonnenfeld made a presentation on the preliminary plans for
the Fifth, Eighth and 10th Avenue pavilions.

According to the July presentation, the 10th Avenue pavilion is expected to be built
on the same footprint as what was existing, and the Fifth and Eighth avenue pavilions
would have additions to them. The Fifth Avenue pavilion would increase in height by
14 feet while the Eighth Avenue pavilion would have a roof terrace.

The Fifth Avenue Pavilion, also known as the Taylor Pavilion, is expected to have a
second story that can be rented out for events. The Eighth Avenue Pavilion is

expected to have a roof terrace, which will be home to an 18-hole mini-golf course.

THE PETITION

The borough had originally intended to have three of the four pavilions built by 2014. It was planned that
construction would be funded by the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s [FEMA] reimbursement of 90
percent of the cost to rebuild each pavilion back to its original footprint, with the remainder paid for by the
beach utility.

However, based on conversations with FEMA and in light of FEMA recently denying Avon-by-the-Sea $746,226 to
rebuild its two pavilions, that plan has been changed, Mayor Matt Doherty said.

Instead of all three pavilions completed for summer 2014, now only two are planned to be in place.
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Katrina Clapsis, a member of Let the Citizens
Decide, had the group’s petition signed by
Belmar resident Anita Sanzio earlier this week.
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The borough was planning to move ahead with the funding for those two pavilions last night. The first reading
of the ordinance that was expected to be voted on at last night’s meeting authorized a bond for $7.5 million to
pay for the Fifth and 10th Avenue pavilions.

However, if a group of residents — called “Let the Citizens Decide” — have their way, that ordinance would not
move forward. The group planned to present a petition to the council at last night’s meeting which asked the
governing body to adopt an ordinance requiring voter approval for the beachfront pavilions’ plans. It also asked
that the pavilion question be put on the ballot during the November election.

A proposed ordinance may be submitted to the council via a petition that is signed by at least 15 percent of the
total amount of voters who cast votes in the municipality during the last election at which members of the
General Assembly were elected, according to state statute.

At the last such election, which was held in November 2012, Belmar had 2,069 people who cast their vote,
which means 310 signatures were needed to get a referendum.

As of yesterday morning, the petition had 512 signatures, said Joy DeSanctis, a Belmar resident who is
coordinating the petition effort.

According to Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, once a petition is submitted to council it is taken under
consideration by the governing body.

The petition asks for an ordinance authorizing a public vote on any pavilion that is greater than one story,
unless the entire portion of the building above the first story is designed and intended only to be used by
lifeguards or other public safety personnel.

While the petition does not address the bond ordinance, Ms. DeSanctis said on Tuesday that she hoped Mayor
Doherty “recognizes what the residents want and will take the bond ordinance off the agenda when he sees the
turnout of the people at the meeting” and the many signatures asking for the decision on two-story pavilions to
be put on the ballot.

Ms. DeSanctis added that there is a second petition addressing bond ordinances that has been launched,
although it was not expected to be presented at last night’s meeting.

“Residents want to participate in this process on every level,” she said.

Ms. DeSanctis said the ability of the residents to vote on the pavilions is “critically important” because there is
concern over the future impact the cost of the pavilions could have on the taxpayers as FEMA will not
reimburse new construction in the V zone — which encompasses the beachfront.

The borough is trying to bond $7.5 million on a town that is “already burdened with a tremendous amount of
debt,” she said.

Kimberly Paterson, a member of the group, said “many taxpayers in this town are already strapped. If we’re
going to add to that burden and force residents to pay the cost of rebuilding the boardwalk pavilions, we have
the right to decide what will be constructed and to understand exactly what it will cost us before any plan
moves forward.”

Ms. DeSanctis said the planned pavilions are “extravagant” and that residents would like to speak to the issues
of “cost of the second stories and the quality of life that it brings to the township [sic].”

“It’s the extravagance,” she said. “In a perfect would we would love all those amenities, but it’s not the right
time” since the borough has already incurred a lot of debt from Sandy and there are other areas, such as the
water issue in town, sink holes and Silver Lake improvements, that need to be addressed.

Joe Cabral, FEMA’s public assistance squad leader, said any structure that would “enhance the outdoor
experience,” such as a gazebo or boardwalk, in the V zone is typically reimbursable.
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However, a structure that is enclosed “wouldn’t be considered likely” to be reimbursable, he said [see related
story on Avon-by-the-Sea pages, 24, 25].

Mayor Doherty said he believes the petition “lacks any credibility since it is predicated on lies and
misinformation” and that several residents who have signed the petition have contacted him wanting to know
how to get their names off the petition.

He also said he believes the borough has earned the confidence and trust of residents based on what the
governing body has accomplished since Sandy.

Last year, Mayor Doherty said the boardwalk, which cost over $10 million to build, would not be a financial
burden on residents as FEMA would pay for it, and the rest would be born on the beach utility.

And that, he pointed out, has come to fruition as the $9.24 million FEMA recently reimbursed Belmar combined
with the $727,000 raised through the Buy a Board campaign essentially paid for the new boardwalk.

Funding for the pavilions, Mayor Doherty said, will come from FEMA, insurance money, other federal and state
funding, such as the Community Development Block Grant, and beach badge revenue.

“We will get something, but I do not believe we will get 90 percent like we did on the boardwalk,” Mayor
Doherty said about receiving funding from FEMA, noting the agency has been a good partner through the
process and that the borough will work closely with FEMA to ensure they receive some funding.

He said he “can’t stress enough” that “no residential property tax dollars will be used to pay for these
pavilions.”

Mayor Doherty also said a private-public partnership, which is made available because the borough deemed the
beachfront an area in need of redevelopment earlier this year, is not off the table.

The town has the authority to deem an area in need of redevelopment under the state’s local redevelopment
and housing law, which states a municipality has the power to initiate an investigation into whether an area is
in need of rehabilitation or redevelopment if officials believe the area meets certain criteria.

The criteria the borough feels it meets for an area in need of redevelopment is “areas in excess of five
contiguous acres, whereon buildings or improvements have been destroyed, consumed by fire, demolished or
altered by the action of storm, fire, cyclone, tornado, earthquake or other casualty in such a way that the
aggregate assessed value of the area has been materially depreciated,” according to criteria under the law.

Since the beachfront, which consists of all public property, has been deemed an area in need of
redevelopment, the municipality is able to enter into a public-private partnership to rebuild the pavilions.

Such a partnership would be similar to that of the 9th Ave. Pier, at the Belmar Marina, where a developer came
in and paid to rebuild the building and pay the borough to lease the property, Mayor Doherty said. Then, they
would either operate a business there or it could be rented out, which would be at the borough’s discretion, he
said.

There are no plans for it right now, he said, but it is a “useful tool in case we need to use it.”

As for the pavilions themselves, Mayor Doherty said adding a second story to Taylor Pavilion is “absolutely
necessary” as the pavilion is an “intricate part of the Borough of Belmar.”

“This is going to be a marquee building that will be a great benefit and a great resource to the people of
Belmar,” he said.

According to the mayor, Taylor Pavilion will be an additional 14 feet high, but for an “extra 14 feet, it’s going
to be a remarkably better building for families in Belmar and for groups in Belmar to meet and have events at.”

The mayor said there have been people who have opposed the recovery process in the past and those who will
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in the future, but “I can tell you, we’re not going to let them stop us or slow us down.”

The borough hopes to have Taylor Pavilion and the 10th Avenue pavilion up in time for summer 2014, and hopes
to have trailers in place for the Eighth and 13 Avenue pavilions.

Ms. DeSanctis said if the borough does not take the petitions into consideration and does nothing, they will go
to court.
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Notta Benny → Posted: Thursday, Aug 08 at 01:31 PM

The Tiki Bar at the marina is only half a good example. The seating and bar areas are nice, but the trailers ARE NOT.
I hope the next round of Private/public partnerships not is equally "partially low-class". Plus, the public isn't as
happy with life as the mayor might believe.
Report this comment as inappropriate.

Concerned Belmartian → Posted: Thursday, Aug 08 at 09:29 AM

Someone has to stop this mayor who thinks he is a dictator and can do whatever he wants. This smells of another
backdoor deal that will be handed out to one of his innsiders. Can anyone say D'Jais on the beach!!!!!!
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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