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Belmar moves forward with beach pavilions'
plan
Despite petition that calls for residents to have a say in rebuilding process
There are 1 comments on this story. Click to comment.

By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The governing body here adopted a resolution and a first reading of an ordinance at last night’s
council meeting that moves forward plans for reconstructing two of the four pavilions that were destroyed by
Hurricane Sandy, despite several residents calling for the public to have a say in the reconstruction process.

The ordinance, which authorized a $7.5 million bond to finance the two pavilions, and the resolution, which
authorized bids for their construction, were both approved 4-1, with Councilman Jim Bean voting no.

Originally, the borough intended to rebuild three of the four pavilions by summer 2014.

However, after hearing input from residents and news that the Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA]
denied Avon $746,226 to rebuild its two pavilions, the plans were scaled back to move forward, for now, on
only two of the pavilions. Those pavilions are the Taylor Pavilion [Fifth Avenue] and the 10th Avenue Pavilion.

The 10th Avenue Pavilion was home to one concession stand and public services ——
police, first aid and lifeguards — and will be on the same footprint as what previously
existed. The Taylor Pavilion, which is a community building, will be on the same
footprint, but is expected to have a second story, which did not exist in the former
pavilion. The second story is a new addition and will increase the height of the
building by 14 feet.

According to Mayor Matt Doherty, the borough is moving forward with these two
pavilions because one is home to public services and the other is for the residents. He
said 92 percent of the events at Taylor Pavilion held in 2012, up until Hurricane Sandy
struck, were for Belmar residents and groups.

funding

According to Mayor Doherty, under the “worst case scenario,” which means no funding from any source at all,
the pavilions will be paid off by the beach utility, as well as the $485,000 the borough will receive from the
insurance company for the 10th Avenue pavilion. The other pavilions, Mayor Doherty said, did not have
insurance.

This will be done by increasing beach badge prices — dailies will increase from $7 to $8 next year and season
badges will increase from $50 to $60. Senior season badges would remain the same price at $15. This will result
in an additional $439,000 per year, he said, noting this figure is based on the five-year average of sales.

With the beach badge revenue alone, Mayor Doherty said, the borough can absorb the cost to build the
pavilions.

“There will not be one red cent of residential property tax dollars used to finance it in any way, shape or
form,” Mayor Doherty said.

He continued, stressing that is the “worst case scenario.”
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The borough has been in discussions with FEMA and will try to get as much funding as possible, Mayor Doherty
said, noting the borough anticipates some money coming in from the agency, although not at the 90 or 75
percent reimbursement rate that has been seen for other structures.

“Will we get something? Yes, we are,” he said, noting he does not know what that figure is.

The borough will also be pursuing other sources of funding, such as a Community Development Block Grant, he
said.

petition

Prior to the governing body approving the first reading of the ordinance and passing the resolution, a group of
residents, called Let the Citizens Decide, presented a petition to the council with 512 signatures.

The petition asked the governing body to adopt an ordinance requiring voter approval for the beachfront
pavilion plans. It also asked that the pavilion question be put on the ballot during the November election.

A proposed ordinance may be submitted to the council via a petition that is signed by at least 15 percent of the
total amount of voters who cast votes in the municipality during the last election at which members of the
General Assembly were elected, according to state statute.

At the last such election, which was held in November 2012, Belmar had 2,069 people who cast their vote,
which means 310 signatures were needed to present the petition to council.

The petition asks for an ordinance authorizing a public vote on any pavilion that is greater than one story,
unless the entire portion of the building above the first story is designed and intended only to be used by
lifeguards or other public safety personnel.

Joy DeSanctis, a Belmar resident who is coordinating the petition effort, said many residents have experienced
emotional and financial hardship since Sandy. Through this came a “strong bonding and a firm determination”
to continue living in their homes and Belmar, which is why residents will not let decisions be made “without
their voice being heard,” she said.

“We celebrate Belmar with the most dedicated conviction to make sure this town represents family and a
continued quality of life that we can afford,” she said.

Attorney Ken Pringle represented Let the Citizens Decide at the meeting. Mr. Pringle is the former mayor of
Belmar.

Mayor Doherty said the fliers which have been handed out in relation to the petition “blatantly” misinforms
people and included “lies.”

The mayor said if those walking around with the petition had gone around asking for $20 instead, that would
have been $10,000 to benefit families in town.

“Imagine actually doing something positive with that time as opposed to walking around and spreading
misinformation,” the mayor said.

After the meeting, Mayor Doherty said “by putting our Sandy recovery on the ballot [it] will politicize it,” and
he does not believe it is a good idea to make it a political issue.

Throughout the meeting, residents commented for several hours on the pavilions, and while all seemed to be in
favor of the pavilions being rebuilt, some wanted to see the public have a say in what will be reconstructed.

Let the Citizens Decide plans to submit a second petition to the council addressing bond ordinances.

Ultimately, the resolution authorizing the receipt of bids for the pavilion project was passed 4-1.
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Prior to voting, Councilman Bean said he does not care if there is a second story on Taylor Pavilion, and that he
finds it “reasonable” for the residents to vote on the issue.

“I believe in what the people think,” he said.

The councilman subsequently voted no on the resolution.

The introduction and first reading of the ordinance, which authorizes a $7.5 million bond, was also approved
4-1.

Prior to voting, Councilman Bean said he would like to see bonding for Lake Como and Silver Lake done prior to
this. Both the lakes currently have a habit of overflowing during inclement weather, and plans are currently in
the works to remediate that issue.

He subsequently voted no.

[For more on this story, pick up next Thursday’s edition of The Coast Star.]
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Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Belmar moves forward with beach pavilions' plan”

skippy → Posted: Friday, Aug 09 at 10:29 AM

Sure, just increase the cost to the public to access the beach. Typical.
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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