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Borough discusses Silver Lake
improvements with residents
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The borough held a community meeting on Aug. 1 with residents living around Silver Lake to explain
the improvement plan for the lake, and gage how residents who would be impacted by the construction, felt
about the plan.

Through the meeting, it became clear that residents were in favor of the plan, as it is would help prevent
future flooding in their homes, but wanted the borough to move forward with the plan quickly.

THE PLAN

For years, the borough has been seeking funding to remediate Silver Lake, which sometimes floods during
inclement weather.

According to Paul Calabrese, borough engineer, any storm water run off from homes
between Second and 13th Avenue to the east of Main Street is flowing into the lake.
That is approximately 0.415 miles, or 256 square acres, of water flowing into the
lake, he said.

“Any drop of water that falls in that area ends up in this lake at some point,” Mr. 
Calabrese said.

So, during Hurricane Sandy and a recent heavy rain fall event, homes around Silver
Lake flooded because the rate the water came into the lake was too fast for it to
handle.

These events caused damage to the lake’s outlet structure and outfall pipe, which is currently in the process of
being remediated.

However, remediating the existing pipe is not the only plan.

A hazard mitigation plan has been developed that would increase the size of the outfall pipe and move its
location from under Ocean Avenue to along A Street to the Shark River Inlet, turning Silver Lake into a fresh
water lake.

This plan was first presented to residents by Mr. Calabrese in June, and was presented, once again, to those
residents that would be impacted by the construction and improvements last week during a community
meeting.

The meeting was held at the Morning Dove Inn, on Fifth Avenue. Councilmen Brian Magovern and Jim Bean,
borough administrator Colleen  Connolly and Mayor Matt Doherty were among those in attendance.

Currently, the outfall pipe is 18 inches in diameter, but the new pipe would be 36 inches.

There is also a second pipe, a forcemain, being worked into the project, Mr. Calabrese said.

By running the pipes under A Street, Mr. Calabrese said the water will drain easier since the ocean’s wave
action will not be against the pipe and the pipe will be easier to maintain.

If the plan comes to fruition, A Street would be dug up from Silver Lake to the Shark River Inlet and the two
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pipes will be placed underneath it. The road would then be repaved.

A concrete pad will also be built around the lake, which will allow pumps to be placed at the lake during
inclement weather. Those pumps will run under A Street, allowing Ocean Avenue to remain open.

The current pipe that runs into the Atlantic Ocean will remain once the new pipe is installed down A Street.

“This will not address a Hurricane Sandy,” Mr. Calabrese said, but the new pipes will help get the water out
faster.

Ms. Connolly, said “this is to expel water once it’s in, not necessarily to prevent water from coming in.”

The total cost of the project, which includes only one pipe, is about $1.1 million. If the second pipe is factored
in it will cost about $200,000 to $300,000 more, Mr. Calabrese said.

The proposed project is currently on a list of projects that may be eligible for funding from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] and chosen by the state.

The borough had submitted a letter of intent for the project in February, and is currently waiting to hear from
the state as to whether the project has been approved. The state is expected to select the first round of
projects sometime in August.

Ms. Connolly said she feels good about the state knowing how important the project is since Silver Lake’s
flooding was “such a focal point during the disaster” that it is well known to the state and the state office of
emergency management.

If the project is selected, the borough will bond for it then go out to bid.

If approved, the hazard mitigation project will be reimbursed 75 percent, and the borough will have to fund
the remaining 25 percent.

The borough is currently pursuing other funding options in case the project is not selected by the state.

RESIDENTS' OPINIONS

While the borough finds it necessary to wait until they hear whether the project has been selected, several
residents wanted them to set a definitive start date.

While residents were in favor of the project, several questioned why the borough was waiting on FEMA money
to fund the project, instead of going ahead with it.

Bill Merkler, of Second Avenue, said he thinks the proposed project is a “great idea,” but “why are we waiting? 
Bond for it and get it done and stop waiting for FEMA money.”

Dave Schneck, of C Street, said the borough had mulled over the idea of having a gravity outfall pipe to Shark
River about two years ago, in 2011, and was waiting on FEMA money then.

“That was two years ago, we could have avoided all this damage with the last couple of floods if we just acted
on it then,” Mr. Schneck said.

Mr. Schneck said he was wondering if the borough was going to set a definitive date, so it FEMA does not come
through with funding, the borough will just go ahead and bond for it.

“You know $1.1 million is not that much compared to the damage that each one of these bad storms does,” he
said. “Can we just set a date?”

Ms. Connolly said it would be “irresponsible for me as your borough administrator to say that I’m going to pick
a hard and fast date” when, if no funding is locked in, the borough will move forward with the project.
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She said the borough is “chasing” several funding options, and that the borough will commence work in 2013 is
the best answer she can give.

Mayor Doherty said since the proposed project did not exist prior to Sandy, it is considered hazard mitigation
for future events. If the project begins prior to FEMA’s approval, they will not reimburse it, he said.

If the project continues to get delayed, the borough will figure something out, Mayor Doherty said, but this is
“not something that will go into next year.”

“We’ll guarantee this thing starts in 2013,” the mayor said.

He continued, saying he hopes the project costs $1.1 million but “imagines” it will cost more, and that the
borough wants to proceed as “fiscally responsible as possible.”

Mr. Merkler said he does not believe the borough is being realistic with the timeline since, if the borough
received funding in August, the bond would be authorized in September, go out to bid in September and
October, award the contract in November and begin work in December.

“I think that 2013 is shot,” he said, noting if the borough waits for funding, an event could happen, when the
borough could have a “jump start” already.

One Belmar resident said the borough should see what the impact on the residents would be, and let them
decide if they are willing to pay for the project if funding is not made available in August.

Another Belmar resident asked if there could be a plan in place, where, if the project is denied by a certain
date, the borough goes ahead and bonds for it so the issue is dealt with before more flooding.

Mayor Doherty said there is “no incentive to wait.... but financially speaking it seems to make sense to get that
reimbursement.”

He said there will be a deadline, but it will be based on rejections from places the borough is applying to.

“I’m telling you, we’ll start this in 2013,” Mayor Doherty said.

One resident asked whether the borough could commit to not bonding for anything else before this project.

The mayor said no, adding that all projects in town are a priority.

“There’s really nothing that’s not a priority,” Mayor Doherty said, noting the borough will move ahead on “all
fronts.”
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