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Cumulative activity for the extended school year program 

 

Pre-schooler Liam Byrne, 3, of Lake Como, kicked a ball through an obstacle course at the school’s cumulative activity 
for the extended school year program on Thursday, Aug. 2. Photo courtesy ELIZABETH COLE 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Pre-schoolers at Belmar Elementary School participated in their own version of the 
Olympic games on Thursday, Aug. 2 as part of a cumulative activity for the extended school year 
program offered at the school. 

The extended school year is a four-week program — from July 9 to Aug. 3 —offered to students 
with special needs and is part of their individual education plan, which is a tailored education plan 



to meet the needs of a child with a disability in a classroom, said Elizabeth Cole, director of special 
services and supervisor of instruction for the school. 

This year, 26 students participated. All students were from Belmar Elementary School. 

According to Ms. Cole, the purpose of the program is to prevent special needs students from 
regressing on their reading, writing, math and social skills. 

Karen Gianforte, a Pre-k teacher at Belmar Elementary who is involved in the extended school year 
program, said she tried to bring in as many current events into curriculum as she could during the 
four-week program in order to make the students interested in coming back to school.  

That is why Ms. Gianforte incorporated interactive activities into the lessons that related to the 
Olympics, she said, so it was only fitting that their cumulative activity related to the games, as well. 

On Aug. 3, 15 pre-schoolers held their own version of the Olympics, participating in games such as 
relay races, a balloon toss and soccer relay races. At the end of the day, each student received a gold 
medal. 

The Olympic games were not just about fun, as the teachers tried to incorporate everything the 
students learned throughout the year into the games. For instance, the students had to demonstrate 
they knew how to follow directions, they had to look for their number, which indicated the game 
they should go to, and before they threw the discus, they had to tell the teacher what color it was, 
she said. 

Ms. Gianforte said the Olympic games were a “nice way to end the year and bring in what is 
happening in the world too.” 

	  


