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BELMAR — The annual Peach Festival at the First Presbyterian Church, here, is back, and 
slated for Aug. 11. 

The Peach Festival is a fundraiser run by the Presbyterian Women of the First Presbyterian 
Church to raise money for various mission projects, such as making health and school kits that 
are distributed through the Church World Service, Doctors Without Borders and the church’s 
own food pantry, said Lois Rein, chairwoman of the Peach Festival. The event also raises money 
for the church and the Presbyterian Women of the Monmouth Presbytery. 

Ms. Rein said the Presbyterian Women host the Peach Festival every year because it is profitable 
and attracts a lot of people who are not members of the church.  

Each year the Peach Festival generates about $1,000 and attracts about 80 to 90 people, Ms. Rein 
said. Last year, however, the festival saw a lower turnout than normal, attracting about 60 
people. 

The event consists of a sit-down meal that people pay for. The chicken salad sandwich platter is 
$7.50, peach short cake is $5.50 and the platter and shortcake combination is $11. It is $2 per 
item for children under 12. 

Peach crisps and peach pies are also available at the festival for $9 and $12, respectively. Last 
year, there were about 10 peach pies and 12 peach crisps, and they sold out, Ms. Rein said. This 
year, she said, the Presbyterian Women will try to bake something new: a peach cake.  

All items at the festival are homemade. 

According to Judy Ball, moderator for the Presbyterian women of the church, the Presbyterian 
Women of the First Presbyterian Church cut about 85 pounds of peaches each year for the baked 
products and peach shortcake.  

The Peach Festival will be held at the First Presbyterian Church, located at 600 Ninth Ave., on 
Aug. 11 from 4-6:30 p.m. 

	  


