
The Coast Star (08/09/2012): The Shillelagh Invites 
the Community to Shave Their Heads 

Head-shaving event hosted by the St. Baldrick’s Foundation 

 

The Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh in Belmar will be hosting a head-shaving event to benefit St. Baldrick’s Foundation on Oct. 6. The 
St. Baldrick’s Foundation is an organization dedicated to funding the research to help finding a cure for childhood cancers. Photo by 
JOSEPH J. DELCONZO, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The St. Baldrick’s Foundation will host a head-shaving event at the Friendly Sons of the 
Shillelagh [FSOS] of the Jersey Shore, here, on Oct. 6 to raise funds and awareness for childhood cancer 
research. 

According to St. Baldrick’s Foundation’s website, www.stbaldricks.org, the foundation is a “volunteer-driven 
charity committed to funding the most promising research to find cures for childhood cancers and give 
survivors long and healthy lives.” 

In order to raise money for research, the St. Baldrick’s Foundation hosts head-shaving events around the world, 
where “shavees” voluntarily have their heads shaved to raise money and show support for those children with 
cancer who often lose their hair during treatment. 

This will be the first time a head-shaving event will be held in Belmar, said Brian Gillespie, co-chair of the 
event. One-hundred percent of the proceeds will go directly to the St. Baldrick’s Foundation, he added. 

Belmar’s head-shaving event will be in honor of Madison “Madi” Grace Beggs, a 12-year-old girl who lost her 
battle with cancer on June 4. 

According to Mr. Gillespie, the FSOS decided to hold the event in honor of Madison because she was close 
with FSOS members who are in the band, Pipes and Drums of the Jersey Shore Shillelagh. 



Mae Beggs, Madison’s mother, said she thinks it is wonderful that people are still remembering her daughter. 

“If we can raise awareness and money for the foundation to help research cancer then it is a win-win,” Ms. 
Beggs said.  

According to Ed Hunter, co-chair of the event, the FSOS is looking to raise about $5,000, “but we intend to 
make a whole bunch more that day.”  

Mr. Hunter said the FSOS has enjoyed the support of the community for years and, in return, the FSOS gives 
back as much as they can, too. 

“Now, we are asking the community to help us out at this time,” he said, noting that he will be shaving his head 
at the event.  

Mr. Gillespie will also be one of the “shavees” at the event. 

“I shaved my head in the Marine Corps, I shaved my head for the police academy, now I am shaving my head 
for kids with cancer,” he said. 

Lori Triggiano, owner of Carmen’s Barber Shop, in Manasquan, will be donating her time and shaving the 
participants’ heads. 

The head-shaving event will be family friendly, as their will also be food, entertainment provided by the pipe 
band and children’s activities, although the activities have not been determined yet. 

Anyone can volunteer and be a “shavee.” In order to be a “shavee,” participants must raise $50, register online 
at www.stbaldricks.org and show up on Oct. 6 at the FSOS, located at 815 16th Ave., at 2 p.m. For those who 
do not want to shave their heads, donations are always welcome. 

	  


