
The Coast Star (08/09/2012): SMRSA Decides to Temporarily Halt 
Putting Bypass Project out to bid 

Decision comes after room full of concerned residents speak out 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — Representatives from the Southern Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] made 
a presentation about the controversial bypass project to a room full of concerned residents at the borough’s 
council meeting on Aug. 7. 

The presentation and nearly two-hour, question-and-answer session that followed resulted in representatives 
promising to halt putting out a bid for the project until they are able to discuss the residents’ concerns with other 
SMRSA employees.  

At the meeting, SMRSA representatives Michael Ruppel, executive director of SMRSA; Ed Traina, project 
manager for CME Associates, which is the consulting engineer; and Kevin Lynch, a former councilman who is 
the Lake Como commissioner representative to SMRSA, presented a slideshow of information detailing the 
borough’s need for the project and what the project entails, SMRSA’s short term and long term plans, the 
interlocal agreement between the borough and SMRSA and the project’s schedule.  

According to Mr. Ruppel, the company has a two-part project in store for Lake Como.  

The first part includes installing a temporary bypass system onto the current pump station, located in the flood 
plain near the intersection of North Boulevard and Parkway, which provides service for the whole borough, Mr. 
Ruppel said. SMRSA owns 11 pump stations in total and Lake Como is the only one without a bypass system, 
he said.  

 “In the last five to seven years, SMRSA has spent an excess of $200,000 to repair damages to the building” in 
Lake Como associated with storm events, Mr. Ruppel said at the meeting. And while service has been able to 
continue in the past during these storms, SMRSA is concerned that one day the company will not be able to 
provide service to the town.  

Adding the bypass system would allow the company to continue to provide service to the community during 
adverse conditions, such as a hurricane.  

“It’s becoming increasingly obvious that it is a significant risk of total system failure if we don’t add this bypass 
in,” Mr. Ruppel said after the meeting.  

In November, SMRSA discussed the project with the mayor and council, Mr. Ruppel said, noting the mayor and 
council requested SMRSA narrow the “island” on Parkway, install new sanitary sewers for the borough and 
repave the street.  

SMRSA has granted the mayor and council that request and has prepared an interlocal agreement to satisfy it. 
New sanitary sewers will be installed, Parkway will be repaved up until the flagpole area and 2 feet on the 
eastern side of the street will be narrowed on the island. In addition, the flagpole will be replaced and the trees 
will be removed and replaced.  



In order to install the bypass system, the entire southern island will be removed and two pipes will run 
underground up Parkway to the flagpole, where two underground tanks will be installed. Then the company will 
create a new island that is 2-feet thinner.  

When a storm event occurs, SMRSA would mobilize portable pumping equipment above ground and access the 
tanks underground to provide service that would not be able to be provided otherwise as a result of the flooding, 
Mr. Ruppel explained.  

At the meeting, Mr. Ruppel said, “we have another hurricane season approaching and we need at a minimum to 
install a bypass system to ensure continual service.” 

Mr. Ruppel then proceeded to show the residents what could happen if the bypass system is not installed: 
Flooding of the street and in houses, relocating residents, health and environmental issues and widespread 
damage.  

“Those type of things are real and they can happen here,” he said.  

The total estimate of the project is $500,000 and will be split 50-50 between SMRSA and the borough, Mr. 
Ruppel said, adding that half the cost includes the work the borough requested. Once it is put out to bid, Mr. 
Ruppel said it will not be until several months later that the construction will begin.  

Mr. Ruppel then proceeded to tell the residents the bypass project is only a temporary solution and will not 
solve the real problem: The pump station sits in a flood plain.  

“The location of the pump station in the 1970s was a bad decision and is a worse decision now,” Mr. Ruppel 
said after the meeting.  

In order to solve this problem, SMRSA plans on relocating the pump station in the near future. No definitive 
timeline has been created to do so, although Mr. Ruppel said the company could be about five years away from 
doing these improvements.  

In late May, SMRSA purchased 1800 Parkway with the intent of converting the property into the new pump 
station site, he said.  

The location was chosen for several reasons, Mr. Ruppel said. The location is key because it is outside the flood 
plain and is near the pipes that will be installed in the bypass project, which will lessen the cost of this project. 
The property was also chosen because there are two commercial properties and one residential property 
bordering the lot, he added.  

The estimate cost of this project is $2 million, and the company does not have the funds for it currently, he said.  

Following the 40-minute presentation, residents were able to ask questions and raise concerns, which ranged 
from why the trees in the center of the island had to be removed to the negative affect the relocated pump 
station could have on the neighborhood, as well as why Lake Como could not be dredged, which residents 
believe would solve the problem of the body of water flooding.  

At the beginning of the question-and-answer portion, borough attorney William Gallagher asked why SMRSA 
did not check other areas of town, such as any of the parks on the Spring Lake side or in Lake Como or on Main 
Street, for the relocation of the pump station.  



Residents also offered suggestions as to other locations in the neighborhood, such as a house on North 
Boulevard that is for sale or other houses right by the current pump station on Parkway that are for sale. 

“The one that was selected met the needs meaning that it would continue to provide service in a cost-efficient 
manner,” Mr. Ruppel said after the meeting.  

Shawn McCormack, resident of Parkway, said she understands SMRSA is “trying to accomplish what needs to 
be done, but our concern is what happens in the long run aesthetically, our property values, smell and noise.” 

Ms. McCormack said one of the reasons she loves Parkway is because of its charm with the island, the trees and 
the fact the road is narrow, which makes people slow down while driving, and she does not want that to be 
taken away.  

Mr. Ruppel said the odor will never be gone, but with the new design and technology available the smell can be 
abated. He also said the noise level can be cut in half. 

As for the aesthetic appeal of the new pump station, Mr. Ruppel said although SMRSA has no definite design 
plan for the new pump station, Mr. Ruppel said “it is not out of the question to design a structure that resembles 
a cottage or another design that resembles the area.” 

During the meeting, Mr. Ruppel also addressed the residents’ love for the island.  

“It’s clear to me that the island and trees are a major concern … but we simply could not find a way to get up 
Parkway without destroying the trees. We don’t know how to do it,” he said, noting that the company has tried 
to recognize residents’ concerns and adapt when it could.  

Allison Weideman, resident of Parkway, also loves the Parkway atmosphere, which she said is a “landmark” for 
the town.  

Ms. Weideman said she believes the pump station should be located outside a residential area where people do 
not live.  

And Mr. Ruppel agreed. 

“I don’t disagree with you there,” he said. “The problem is finding that in Lake Como.” 

Ms. Weideman also asked Mr. Ruppel if SMRSA can guarantee the new location for the pump station would 
never flood.  

“I think Ronald Reagan said ‘Never say never,’ but in the last 500 years there hasn’t been a situation like that,” 
he replied.  

Another resident, Julie McGeehan, of Oak Terrace, raised a concern that seemed to resonate with other 
residents.  

“SMRSA knew back in 2005 that Lake Como was in dire trouble due to flooding, so why were we much lower 
on the list than other towns,” such as Sea Girt, which recently got a new pump station, she asked.  

Mr. Ruppel said Sea Girt was dealt with because its pump station was at a point of collapsing since it was a 
100-year-old building. The Sea Girt pump station was torn down and rebuilt, and completed in August or 
September 2011.  



At the meeting, several residents presented an idea of dredging the lake instead of moving the pump station, 
since the flooding of the lake is the primary reason the pump station is being relocated.  

Mr. Ruppel said it does not have jurisdiction over dredging and that it is a huge undertaking for someone to put 
in infrastructure that would allow the lake to stay at one level.  

“If someone did that it would change our perspective,” he said.  

Toward the end of the meeting, Michael Hudy, resident of 18th Avenue, said he thought there were enough 
people at the meeting to start litigation against SMRSA. 

“I don’t want to go down that road,” he added, noting that people are very passionate about the issue and 
litigation is becoming a possibility.  

At the end of the meeting, Mr. Ruppel made a commitment that SMRSA would not go to bid on the project 
until he has an opportunity to discuss the concerns of the residents with others at SMRSA. Once this has 
happened, SMRSA will come back to the mayor and council about how to proceed before the next council 
meeting on Aug. 21.  

A SMRSA meeting will take place tonight, Thursday, Aug. 9, at SMRSA headquarters, 1235 18th Ave., in Wall 
Township. The meeting will start at 7 p.m. It is open to the public.  

	  


