
The Coast Star (08/09/2012): Cecil Lear inducted for helping to make 
surfing competition credible 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — A lifelong Belmar resident will be inducted into the Surfing Legends of East Coast Surfing 
Championships [ECSC] Hall of Fame on Wednesday, Aug. 22. 

According to ECSC spokesperson Kevin Gaydosh, the hall of fame was created in 2005 to recognize the people 
who played a role in East Coast surfing and in the surfing competition, ECSC, held in Virginia Beach, Va., 
annually. 

Since its inception, 11 people have been inducted into the hall of fame, Mr. Gaydosh said. 

And, on Aug. 22, Cecil Lear, of Belmar, along with five others, will be added to the list. 

According to Mr. Gaydosh, Mr. Lear “was pivotal in the early years of establishing [ECSC].” 

His most significant contribution was when Mr. Lear helped set up the competition’s criteria from 1967-1970, 
which helped make it a credible contest. Mr. Lear said, while the criteria he set up in the 1960s is no longer 
being used, it was the precursor for what is being used today. 

Mr. Lear was also instrumental in getting West Coast surfers to come to the East Coast to participate in the 
ECSC. 

“It’s a great honor but it is also humbling because you never know five years down the road what is going to 
happen. You’re not looking for any sort of glory,” Mr. Lear said. “This is something you never plan on.”  

Mr. Lear said he worked hard on getting the ECSC started, but it was a “love affair,” meaning it did not seem 
like work. 

Mr. Lear was born in October 1930 and has resided in Belmar his whole life, first coming down in the summer 
to his grandfather’s house, which he bought in 1920, then residing here full time since 1946.  

Although he grew up around the water his entire life, Mr. Lear did not begin surfing until 1962, when he was 
31. 

Mr. Lear said he did not start surfing until so late because it was not available in the area when he was younger. 
He said he always looked at magazines and saw people surfing on the West Coast and around the world, and 
wanted to try it. And when he was 31 he finally decided he would buy a surfboard and try it out— and he has 
been surfing ever since. 

As part from his involvement with ECSC, Mr. Lear also co-founded the Eastern Surfing Association, the largest 
amateur surfing association in the world. He was also one of the first persons inducted into the Surfing Hall of 
Fame in 1996, which is located in Huntington Beach, Calif.  

Mr. Lear will be inducted into the ECSC hall of fame during the week-long Coastal Edge ECSC, from Aug. 20 - 
26. He will be inducted on Wednesday, Aug. 22 at 7 p.m. at the Virginia Aquarium.  

	  


