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D’Jais Bar & Grill to re-open Friday
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — D’Jais Bar & Grill remains closed as the Monmouth County Health Department [MCHD] continues to
investigate numerous reports of mump-like symptoms over the past week or so. The mumps are believed to
have been spread by someone working or patronizing the bar.

As of Monday, the MCHD was investigating 36 cases in which people, most of whom have been patrons or
employees of D’Jais, have had mump-like symptoms.

One of the cases has been confirmed as the mumps.

“Individuals are continuing to come forward to report mumps-like symptoms,” County public health coordinator
Michael Meddis said. “The median age of the individuals under investigation is 26. With the exception of one
pre-school aged child, all of the individuals are adults and 39 percent of the cases involve females.”

The cases under investigation include individuals who have or had mumps-like symptoms as early as Aug. 3.

According to Laura Kirkpatrick, director of public information for the county, some of
the people in questioned had received the MMR [measles, mumps and rubella]
vaccination, while others had not.

To help with the investigation, D’Jais voluntarily closed its doors to patrons last week
and remained closed throughout the weekend and into this week. D’Jais has received
and carried out cleaning and sanitizing recommendations from the health
department.

“The health department’s investigation over the past several days has helped identify
the most likely source of this local mumps incident,” Mr. Meddis said last week. “We

will continue to monitor, evaluate and investigate cases.”

According to the Mayo Clinic website [mayoclinic.com] the cause of mumps is the mumps virus, which spreads
easily from person to person through infected saliva. If not immune, a person can contract mumps by breathing
in saliva droplets of an infected person who has just sneezed or coughed. They can also contract mumps from
sharing utensils or cups with someone who has mumps.

Most mumps transmissions likely occur before the salivary glands begin to swell and within the five days after
the swelling begins. Therefore, the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention [CDC] recommends isolating
mumps patients for five days after their glands begin to swell.

“This matter is being handled with great concern and sensitivity by the owners of D’Jais, the borough and the
county of Monmouth. It is absolutely necessary to advocate responsible and accurate information regarding
these suspected cases," Belmar Borough Administrator Colleen Connolly, said last week. "D’Jais and the county
of Monmouth are working together on ensuring that workers and patrons are safe and will follow all necessary
protocols to ensure the matter is handled responsibly. Nothing is more important than the health and
well-being of our residents.”

Frank Sementa, co-owner of D’Jais Bar & Grill, said on Friday, “I’m concerned, sad that this happened, that we
had to close down for the weekend.”

D’Jais voluntarily closed, he added.

“This wasn’t even suggested by the health department. This was our own idea,” he said. “I don’t want to
endanger anybody.”
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On Wednesday, Mr. Sementa said, out of his 170 employees, four of them have mump-like symptoms. To his
knowledge none of them have been confirmed as having the mumps.

“We’re moving forward. All we can do is be as cautious as we can,” Mr. Sementa said, which is why they chose
to close and will reevaluate next week. The bar is also following the county’s health department protocol, he
said.

“Chances are it’s a customer who infected an employee,” he said, and since D’Jais’ employees work closely
together and are friends, others could have caught it.

“If one employee has it, chances” are others could too, he said, just like if someone in an office gets a cold,
others will, too.

“All these things still exist. We’ve just been immunized against them,” he said.

D’Jais provided a mumps vaccine to their employees this past weekend, and 32 people took advantage of it.

On Wednesday, Mr. Sementa said the bar plans to reopen on Friday for the weekend.

“It seems like we’re out of the woods,” he said.

The bar will continue to operate on weekends through Halloween.

The Monmouth County Health Department asks that anyone experiencing the swelling of salivary glands along
with fever, headache, muscle aches, tiredness and loss of appetite seek medical attention and call the Health
Department at 732-431-7456.

Those who were vaccinated with the MMR vaccine, as an infant and again between the ages of 4 and 6, are 90
percent less likely to contract mumps, according to the CDC.
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