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Heroes race sees record turnout
Six-hundred and thirty people turn out to
honor the victims of 9/11
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The annual Fallen Heroes 5K Memorial Run saw
its biggest turnout this year when it raced into town this past
weekend.

The race is hosted by the NJ State Firefighter’s Mutual
Benevolent Association [FMBA], as a way to honor their
brothers and sisters who lost their lives on Sept. 11, as well as
celebrate their memories.

“Never forget what happened on 9/11,” Bob Hill, race
committee member said about why the race is held. By having
the race, the FMBA is doing its part to ensure people do not
forget, he said.

There was a ceremony prior to, and after, the race, as well as
a post-race barbecue to celebrate their lives, he said. Band
26, a band formed as a result of the Sandy Ground Project,
performed after the race.

The Sandy Ground Project is a project started by the FMBA as a
way to honor the 26 people who died late last year in the
shooting in Newtown, Conn. The project consists of 26
playgrounds being constructed around the tri-state area.

The race also honors the first responders who died on Sept.
11, 2001, Mr. Hill said.

“[We] make sure people don’t forget that we’re [first
responders] there everyday for them,” he said.

This year, 630 runners and walkers came out for the race.

“It was a record turnout,” Mr. Hill
said.

All proceeds will be donated to the Wounded Warrior Project, The Sandy Ground
Project and the Connecticut Burn Camp for Burned Children.

The FMBA is hoping to raise at least $15,000, and Mr. Hill said he thinks they will
reach that goal. The money is still being counted.

During the race, Joshua Glantzman, 15, of Wall, ran the Fallen Heroes race for his
own cause: to raise funds for the Travis Manion Foundation.

He placed first in the 15-19 age category.

The Travis Manion Foundation was created shortly after the death of 1st Lt. Travis Manion in Iraq in April 2007
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Troy Powell, of the Montclair Fire Department,
ran the Fallen Heroes 5K Memorial Run in his
firefighting gear. The race was held this past
Saturday in honor of 9/11 and its victims. Photo
courtesy JOE TURCI
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with the goal of “honoring the fallen by challenging the living,” according to the foundation’s website,
www.travismanion.org.

Joshua got the idea of raising funds for the foundation when he was at the naval academy as part of a camp. At
the camp, a presentation was made about the Travis Manion Foundation and ways to fund raise for the cause.

And since Joshua knows a lot of people who have been in active duty, he thought it would be a good cause to
support.

In total, Joshua has raised a little over $2,500 for the foundation.

His goal is to raise $5,000.

Those interested in donating can send a check or cash to Joshua at, Joshua Glantzman, P.O. Box 32, Allenwood
08720. Write the check out to the Travis Manion Foundation. People can also call him at 732-232-5455 or visit
the website www.crowdrise.com/joshglantzman.

To see the race results, go to www.racingnj.com/index.html.
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