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Council adopts $7.5 million bond ordinance
for pavilions
Councilman Jim Bean is sole no vote
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The governing body adopted a bond ordinance
authorizing the appropriation of $7.5 million to rebuild two of
the four beachfront pavilions at the Sept. 4 council meeting.

The ordinance was adopted 4-1, with Councilman Jim Bean as
the sole no vote.

Originally, the borough intended to rebuild three of the four
pavilions by the summer of 2014.

However, after hearing input from residents and news that the
Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] denied Avon’s
request for $746,226 to rebuild its two pavilions, the plans
were scaled back and only two of the pavilions will be
immediately rebuilt.

Those pavilions are the Taylor Pavilion [Fifth Avenue] and the
10th Avenue Pavilion.

The 10th Avenue Pavilion will be home to one concession stand
and public services — police, first aid and lifeguards — and will
be rebuilt on the same footprint as what previously existed.
The Taylor Pavilion, which is a community building, will also
be rebuilt on the same footprint, but is expected to have a
second story, which did not exist in the former pavilion. The

second story is a new addition and
will increase the height of the building by 14 feet.

There is no plan to rebuild the Eighth and 13th Avenue pavilions at this time, Mayor
Matt Doherty said, noting rebuilding them “hasn’t been ruled out.”

“I don’t know if they’ll be rebuilt,” he said.

The two new pavilions will have flood insurance, which will cost about $7,000 per
year for each pavilion. They will also be covered under other insurance.

The former 10th Avenue pavilion had flood insurance, but the Fifth, 10th and 13th Avenue pavilions did not.

To fund this endeavor, Mayor Doherty said the borough would use the $485,000 from the 10th Avenue pavilion’s
insurance and the $395,000 set aside annually in the budget for boardwalk repairs. In addition, beach badge
prices will increase. Daily badges will increase from $7 to $8 and seasonal badges would increase from $50 to
$60. Senior badges would remain the same price at $15 [see related story].

No taxpayer dollars would be used to fund the project, the mayor said.

The ordinance was adopted 4-1 with Councilman Jim Bean as the sole no vote.
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The new 10th Avenue Pavilion, which will
replace the one that was destroyed by Sandy,
will house the borough’s public service
departments, as well as one concession stand. A
$7.5 million bond ordinance to fund the 10th
and Fifth Avenue pavilions was adopted by the
governing body, 4-1, at the Sept. 4 council
meeting. Photo courtesy SONNENFELD
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Councilman Bean said he still believes residents should have a say, through a referendum, as to what should be
rebuilt at the beachfront.

A petition had been presented to the governing body at the August council meeting with 519 signatures, calling
for the borough to adopt an ordinance that requires voter approval for the pavilion plans.

The petition was presented by a group calling itself Let the Citizens Decide, which consists of Belmar residents.

While the councilman said he is for rebuilding Taylor Pavilion, he wants residents to decide on the specific
plans.

“If it’s such a great idea let’s put it on the ballot,” he said.

He continued, “This whole vilifying the people I can’t stand so I’m voting no.”

Prior to voting, Mayor Doherty apologized for not doing a better job informing the public.

“I’m to blame for that,” he said, noting immediately following the storm a strong suit of the town was
communicating with its residents.

“I truly believe that if you think we did a good job on the boardwalk, you’re going to love the pavilions,” he
said.

The mayor said he understands some residents want to put the pavilions to a vote, but “this is no more
important than the boardwalk,” which was a more expensive project.

Politicizing rebuilding the boardwalk would be a “mistake,” the mayor said.

“I think it’s times like this when elected officials need to do their job, listen to the public, come up with a
plan,” but make a decision, Mayor Doherty said.
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