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No funding from FEMA to replace
pavilions, mayor says
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — For the past several months, Belmar has repeatedly stated the borough will indeed receive funding
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] for the pavilions, despite residents questioning that
statement and FEMA representatives saying they do not fund such projects in the V zone.

Now, months later, Mayor Matt Doherty said he thinks FEMA will deny their request for replacement funding for
the pavilions.

This comes after neighboring town Avon-by-the-Sea was denied $746,226 to rebuild their pavilion.

The borough has not been rejected, yet, but thinks it will be rejected based on what happened to Avon, Mayor
Doherty said at the Sept. 4 council meeting.

“We believe we will be rejected for replacement,” he said after the meeting.

Even with this news, tax payers will not have to fund the pavilions as the borough will
be moving forward with the “worst case scenario,” which is paying off the debt by
increasing beach badge fees.

COST

Last week, the governing body adopted a bond ordinance, appropriating $7.5 million
to fund the pavilions [see related story].

The ordinance was adopted 4-1, with Councilman Jim Bean as the sole no vote.

The cost for the $7.5 million bond, which will be used to fund the pavilions, will be reduced by the $375,000
down payment as well as $485,000 from the 10th Avenue pavilions’ flood insurance. The other pavilions, Mayor
Doherty said, did not have flood insurance.

The remainder of the bond, which is $6.64 million with a 3.25 percent interest rate over 20 years, equates to
payments of $455,000 per year for the pavilions. That combined with the $1.32 million, or $110,000 in debt per
year, from the boardwalk over 15 years, equates to a total of $565,000 per year in debt service on the beach
utility.

These figures include the principal and interest, Mayor Doherty said.

To help pay that off, the borough wants to use the $390,000 that has been set aside annually in the budget for
boardwalk repairs, leaving the fund’s total annual debt at $175,000.

To pay the $175,000, the borough plans to increase beach badge prices next year — dailies would increase from
$7 to $8 and season badges would increase from $50 to $60. Senior season badges would remain the same price
at $15. This will result in an additional $439,000 per year, he said, noting this figure is based on the five-year
average of total sales.

By doing this, Mayor Doherty said the borough will have a $264,000 “cushion” per year as the funds generated
from the increase in badge prices compared to the amount of debt annually.

With the beach badge revenue alone, Mayor Doherty said, the borough can absorb the cost to build the
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pavilions. 

RESIDENTS' COMMENTS, QUESTIONS

Dom Paragano, of Seventh Avenue, suggested the borough relocate the two remaining pavilions — at Eighth and
13th avenues — out of the V zone because FEMA will then reimburse the project.

According to Darrell Habisch, a spokesperson from FEMA, FEMA will reimburse municipalities 90 percent to
relocate the project out of the V zone. It must serve the same geographic area and purpose as the original
structure, he said.

Eligible facilities, which must be pre-existing, can be reimbursed for the cost of relocating those facilities
outside of the V zone. These costs include those associated with land acquisition, construction of ancillary
facilities and site development for the new facilities, he said.

“Why don’t we find another place in town that could use a rehab and let FEMA give us 90 percent of the money
to build those buildings and just abandon the two locations still left up on the boardwalk and basically do
something for public interest elsewhere,” Mr. Paragano said.

Mayor Matt Doherty said “That’s a really good idea.”

If this is done, the borough would want to do it on public property because if it was done on private property it
would be taken off the tax roll, the mayor said.

Joy DeSanctis, of Sixth Avenue, asked how the borough would justify forcing tourists to pay for the Taylor
Pavilion. Ms. DeSanctis is the resident who coordinated the petition effort, calling for the borough to adopt an
ordinance that requires voter approval for the pavilion plans.

In 1989, the Superior Court of NJ’s law division ruled in Alfred Slocum v Belmar that the cost of improving the
pavilions can be charged against the beach utility, according to borough attorney Michael DuPont.

Tenth Avenue resident Tom Burke said the case law covers pavilion improvements, and does not mention
reconstruction.

“I don’t know whether that’s a fine line that you want to argue or not,” he said.

Mr. DuPont said “it’s clear that the pavilions, based on the Slocum case, can be rebuilt with beach utility
funds.” 

He continued, “You’re correct, the language does say improvement. So what’s the degree of improvement?
That might be subject to interpretation, but it’s my interpretation that the improvements mean construction.”

Brendan Read, of Ninth Avenue, asked for a covered open space, such as a gazebo, to be placed at 13th Avenue
since people like to get out of the sun or sit after a long walk.

Mayor Doherty said gazebos are not that expensive and can be something the borough looks into.

According to Joe Cabral, a public assistance squad leader for FEMA, any structure that would “enhance the
outdoor experience,” such as a gazebo or boardwalk, located in the V zone, would be eligible to receive partial
reimbursement funding.

However, enclosed structures, such as pavilions, are something that “wouldn’t be considered likely” to be
reimbursable, Mr. Cabral said.

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “No funding from FEMA to replace pavilions, mayor says”
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