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Borough denied funding for Silver Lake
improvements
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — After a request for federal funding was denied, the
borough decided it would still go forward with planned Silver
Lake improvements.

“We put this off for as long as we could,” said Mayor Matt
Doherty.

For years, the borough has been seeking funding to remediate
Silver Lake, which sometimes floods during heavy rain.

And while the borough was optimistic it would receive funding
for the project — a reason the borough has held off on bonding
for it — officials recently found out their project would not
receive funding.

According to Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, the
borough applied for a Natural Resources Conservation Service
grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture upon the
recommendation of the state Department of Environmental
Protection.

And while the borough has not received an official letter of
rejection, Ms. Connolly said she received a phone call about
one week ago informing her the town would be rejected for
such funding.

With that news, the borough decided to advance the project
with a resolution authorizing to go
out to bid for the project and a bond ordinance authorizing the appropriation of $1.86
million to pay for the plan. The resolution and first reading of the ordinance were
approved unanimously at the Sept. 4 council meeting.

The bond will be paid for by the taxpayers, Mayor Doherty said, but the borough is
continuing to pursue other state and federal funding options.

The Silver Lake project includes increasing the size of the outfall pipe, as well as
moving its location from under Ocean Avenue to along A Street to the Shark River 
Inlet.

Currently, the outfall pipe is 18 inches in diameter, but the new pipe would be 36 inches.

There is also a second pipe, a forcemain, being worked into the project.

By running the pipes under A Street, the water will drain easier since the ocean’s wave action will not be
against the pipe and the pipe will be easier to maintain.

A Street would be dug up from Silver Lake to the Shark River Inlet and the two pipes will be placed underneath
it. The road would then be repaved.
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With the recent news that Belmar would be
rejected from federal funding for the Silver
Lake project, the governing body advanced a
$1.86 million bond ordinance to fund the
project at the Sept. 4 council meeting. The
first reading of the bond ordinance, as well as a
resolution to go out to bid for the project, were
both approved unanimously. Photo by HALEY
BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP
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A concrete pad will also be built around the lake, which will allow pumps to be placed at the lake during
inclement weather. Those pumps will run under A Street, allowing Ocean Avenue to remain open.

The current pipe that runs into the Atlantic Ocean will remain once the new pipe is installed down A Street.

The total cost of the project, which includes only one pipe, is about $1.1 million. If the second pipe is factored
in it will cost about $200,000 to $300,000 more.

Mayor Doherty said the bond is for $1.86 million to be conservative.
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