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Sewerage authority discusses Lake Como
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — During the Sept. 4 council meeting, here, South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority’s [SMRSA]
executive director spoke about the ongoing flooding issue with Lake Como and what should be done to prevent
future flooding events.

Mike Ruppel, SMRSA’s executive director, made the presentation. Former Lake Como councilman Kevin Lynch,
Lake Como’s liaison to SMRSA, and Gene Cory, Belmar’s liaison to SMRSA, were also in attendance.

THE LAKE

“Lake Como has been a chronic issue for our town, Lake Como and Spring Lake, and [Hurricane] Sandy did
nothing to help it,” said Mayor Matt Doherty.

Lake Como, Belmar and Spring Lake all own the lake.

The lake has a 30-inch outfall structure that reduces in size to 24 inches. It transports
water from the lake into the ocean.

When Hurricane Sandy hit, Lake Como overflowed into the street, destroying many
homes around the lake, rendering the Lake Como and Spring Lake’s Pitney Avenue
pump stations inoperable and halting service to residents for about one week.

The lake’s outfall pipe was damaged in the storm and did not operate for several
months. It was fixed just prior to summer beginning, and four, 18-inch pumps were

installed underneath Ocean Avenue.

Since the storm, the three stakeholders of the lake and SMRSA have been working together to manage the lake.

Mr. Ruppel said the 30-acre lake has a watershed area of about 930 acres, reaching as far west as just past
Route 35.

The damage to the outfall pipe, rising lake and the nor’easter caused SMRSA to become involved in order to
protect its assets, Mr. Ruppel said.

“It’s put us in a position where we can no longer tolerate,” he said. “We’ve invested more into this asset than
the value of the asset itself.”

According to Mr. Ruppel, in the past 15 years, Lake Como has overflowed more times than it did in the 50 years
prior to that. Mr. Ruppel attributed the increase in flooding to aging infrastructure, the increase in impervious
areas in the watershed and the rising sea levels.

According to Mr. Ruppel, SMRSA has paid about $2.8 million in damages for the Lake Como and Pitney Avenue
pump stations thus far and invested about $1 million in the past seven years responding to flood damages.

“We needed to not only gain access to what had been damaged, but prevent future damage,” Mr. Ruppel said,
noting SMRSA had to get involved in the preventative measures going forward.

SMRSA has “subscribed to the concept of climate change,” he said, noting climate change deals with sea level
and its natural rise.

According to Mr. Ruppel, in the past 100 years, the sea level has risen more than 2 feet, and by 2065 the
scientific community projects it to rise even higher than that. The rise in sea level does not take into

Star News Group (09.12.13): Sewerage authority discusses Lak... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/09.12.13/sewerage_aut_...

1 of 3 9/24/13 5:22 PM



consideration storm events.

Mr. Ruppel then showed a map of Lake Como’s water level today and in 2065. The map was done through a
software program written by Rutgers University and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and
adopted by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, he said.

It is interesting, Mr. Ruppel noted that what is projected vin 2065 is “almost a mirror image of what we saw
with Sandy.”

CLASSIFIED AS A DAM

Recently, the state Department of Environmental Protection classified that portion of the lake as a class III
dam, and determined that Belmar, Spring Lake and Monmouth County were responsible for it.

According to Bob Considine, a press officer for the DEP, the outfall pipe is considered a dam because the pipe is
actually part of a larger structure that retains water.

“What you have there is an earthen embankment that has a gradual slope, so it might not be as obvious as
some dams,” Mr. Considine said. “But it is considered a dam as it does retain water.”

The DEP defines a dam as “any artificial dike, levee or other barrier, together with appurtenant works, which is
constructed for the purpose of impounding water on a permanent or temporary basis, that raises the water
level five feet or more above the usual, mean, low water height when measured from the downstream
toe-of-dam to the emergency spillway crest or, in the absence of an emergency spillway, the top-of-dam.”

A class III dam is considered to be a low hazard dam with a low potential for significant property damage or loss
of life if it were to fail.

The outfall pipe being classified as a dam means it must be designed to meet regulations, which is the peak
100-year storm event — a standard the pipe does not currently meet, according ot Mr. Ruppel.

MOVING FORWARD

Mr. Ruppel said SMRSA is working on relocating the Lake Como pump station further from the lake, and will be
adding a mobile enclosure unit to the Pitney Ave station within the next two years.

Other than that, Mr. Ruppel said, SMRSA does not have much interest in the lake, unless there is a major
flooding event.

So, if the stakeholders of the lake want SMRSA to help financially and in the long term, improvements must be
developed to a 100-year or up to a 500-year flood standard, SMRSA’s executive director said.

Moving forward, Lake Como, Belmar, Spring Lake and SMRSA are creating an interlocal agreement to help
manage the lake.

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT

According to Belmar borough administrator Colleen Connolly, the four parties will enter into an interlocal
agreement, which will “formalize what has been practiced since the storm.”

The agreement will establish a protocol for emergency action, as well as short-term relief, including the share
of costs for such actions. It will be adopted by all four parties.

According to Mayor Doherty, the interlocal agreement is expected to be presented to the governing body for a
vote at the next council meeting, which is on Sept. 18.

According to Mr. Ruppel, the short-term plans for the lake include a “simple and rudimentary” modification of
the existing outfall structure.
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“This is no total solution, but it can buy time and can accept lower storm events,” he said.

There is no set long-term plan, Mr. Ruppel explained, but there are a number of solutions, which includes a
culvert, which allows water to flow under transportation infrastructure, such as a road, or permanent pumping
facilities.
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