
The Coast Star (09/13/2012): Register as a Bone 
Marrow Donor this Weekend in Town 

Glenn Wisch, who needs to find a donor, will be in attendance 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — During the Belmar Pro, a surf competition slated for this weekend, patrons are encouraged to 
walk across the street to save a life by registering to be a bone marrow donor. 

The bone marrow drive, held in honor of Dean Randazzo, a pro surfer who is a cancer survivor, will take place 
at Eastern Lines Surf Shop, here. The event is hosted by New York Blood Center and Be the Match, a company 
that provides bone marrow donors to those in need.  

According to Jair Thompson, donor recruiter and coordinator for Be the Match Registry at the New York Blood 
Center, there are 9 million people registered nationally and another 3 million registered overseas with Be the 
Match.  

“By signing up, you’re consenting to being available for any patient in need anywhere in the world,” he said.  

But even with all those people registered, patients are having a difficult time finding a match. 

That is because finding a human leukocyte antigen [HLA] match is more difficult to find than a blood type. 
HLA plays an important part in the body's immune response to foreign substances and makes up a person’s 
tissue type, according to www.cancer.gov/.  

According to Mr. Thompson, one’s HLA type is inherited from one’s father and mother, so one’s best chance at 
a match is one’s sibling. If a sibling does not match, one can find a match from one’s own racial or ethnic 
group, he said. 

The only problem? Non-caucasians have a difficult time finding a match because they have a small pool to 
choose from, Mr. Thompson said.  

“Ninety-three percent of patients that are caucasian may find a match before someone non-caucasian,” he said, 
noting that someone who is non-caucasian has a 66-percent chance of finding a match.  

That is why Mr. Thompson is urging everyone, caucasians and non-caucasians alike, to join the registry at 
marrow.org/Home.aspx or by coming to the bone marrow drive this Saturday. 

“Cancer doesn’t affect one racial or ethnic group, it affects everyone,” he said. 

Glenn Wisch, of Red Bank, will be one of the recipients, if he can find a match. 

Mr. Wisch was diagnosed with chronic lymphocytic leukemia [CLL], a type of cancer that affects blood and 
bone marrow, in February 2008, and went into remission until four or five months ago.  

He said he is scheduled to have a stem cell transplant in February or March 2013 at Hackensack University 
Medical Center, in Hackensack, pending finding a bone marrow match.  



Mr. Wisch said he will be at the event on Saturday raising awareness for leukemia because he “doesn’t think 
people realize how common it is in the community and how incurable CLL is.” 

He also hopes to find a match for his transplant. 

“If I don’t find a match [the doctors] say I will live about two more years,” Mr. Wisch said. He said he knows 
he is being “a little selfish, but this is my only hope, so I’m praying to find somebody.”  

If Mr. Wisch has his stem cell transplant, it will not cure him of the disease, but it is his best option, he said.  

“I hope people will open up their hearts and support myself and others with leukemia,” Mr. Wisch said. 

The bone marrow drive will take place from 1 to 7 p.m. at Eastern Lines Surf Shop, 1605 Ocean Ave., on 
Saturday, Sept. 15.  

	  


