
The Coast Star (09/13/2012): Boro Marks 
Anniversary of 9/11 With Ceremony 

 

Belmar patrolman Erik Lieb [from left], who recently served in Afghanistan, Capt. Patrick Magovern, Sgt. Thomas 
Cox and veteran William Tarbotton, of Brick, gathered in front of the senior building, 710 Eighth Ave., here, to pay 

their respects to those who died 11 years ago on 9/11. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Eleven years ago this past Tuesday, the United States was devastated when 
terrorists attacked the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and four airplanes, killing thousands. 

On Tuesday — the 11th anniversary of 9/11 — people gathered at the senior building, located at 
710 Eighth Ave., here, to remember those who lost their lives that day, as well as to honor those 
who continue to defend the country and protect its residents from another attack. 

Gene Murray, president of the tenants association for the senior building, started the ceremony 
by saying 9/11 was similar to Pearl Harbor.  

 “We had our Pearl Harbor,” he said. “This is your Pearl Harbor. We are here today to make sure 
we never forget.” 

Following Mr. Murray’s opening remarks, several local religious leaders spoke about the 
everlasting impact 9/11 had on the nation, as well as the country’s resilience. 



Sister Michael Hill, of St. Rose High School, on Seventh Avenue, told the crowd, “Grant healing 
to those who carry scars on their heart as well as their body, and bless and protect those who still 
fight in the war on terrorism.” 

In prayer, she continued, “Jesus knows the weeping and nevertheless he promises that ultimately 
His love will heal not only the victims of 9/11 but all those victims of the wars that followed.” 

Pastor Ellen Chamberlin, of the First United Methodist Church, on Seventh and D streets, 
continued the service by talking about the morning of 9/11, and the first time the event aired on 
the news.  

“On the morning of Sept. 11, 2001, 2,976 people from 93 nations lost their lives in New York, at 
the Pentagon and on Flight 93,” she said. “Today, we pause to remember that moment of horror 
and pray for those left scarred by those terrible events.” 

She continued by talking about not only those who died, but those who survived and have been 
“forever scarred by those moments” and those who traveled abroad to defend the United States 
in the aftermath of the tragedy. 

Rabbi David Heinemann, of Mesivta Keser Torah School, on 11th Avenue, continued by telling 
the audience that “nothing happens in this world without God’s will.” 

He added each situation can be explained in two ways: by the good or the bad. 

“We can focus on the bad,” he said, referring to the terrorist attacks and deaths. 

Or, “we can focus on the good,” he said, referring to the “goodness of this beautiful country” and 
all those who came together and risked their lives that day.  

Following the Rabbi, Mayor Matt Doherty spoke briefly about the importance of honoring those 
who died, but also remembering those who are still living. 

“As we remember those who passed, it is is important to remember those who are still with us 
living with those scars” and those who fought in the wars since, he said. 

The last speaker of the day was Mary Manley, who lives in the senior building.  

She spoke about the importance of honoring the “effort and spirit” of those who died in 9/11, 
those who risked their lives for others on that day and those who have defended the nation since 
because those people have “contributed to our healing.” 

To end the ceremony, Mr. Murray spoke again, about the resilience of the United States. 

“If we keep on remembering what happens to us, we’ll be like that tree [that Councilman Brian 
Magovern gave us]. We’ll bend, but we’ll never break,” he said, referring to a tree planted 
outside the senior building.  


