
The Coast Star (09/13/2012): Legendary Surfers to 
Speak to Crowd in Belmar Next Week 

Buttons Kaluhiokalani, Reno Abellira among the speakers 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The day before the third annual Hannah Pro is slated to begin, four surfing legends will come 
together, here, to tell their surfing stories.  

Surf Stories by the Shore, which is hosted by the Belmar Chamber of Commerce, will bring together four 
surfing legends to help raise funds for the third annual Hannah Pro, the women’s surfing division of the Belmar 
Pro that is slated for Sept. 13 to 16.  

Brenda Yarnold, a member of the Belmar Chamber of Commerce, said she thought it would be a “great idea” to 
have surfers tell their tales because they have “fascinating stories to tell.” 

“From guts to glory, we will hear some good stuff,” she said. 

Thus far, there is a four-person panel, consisting of Cecil Lear, Don Tarrant, Buttons Kaluhiokalani and Reno 
Abellira. 

Mr. Lear, a Belmar native, was recently inducted into the Surfing Legends of East Coast Surfing 
Championships [ECSC] Hall of Fame for his contributions to the contest. His most significant contribution to 
the ECSC was creating a criteria that helped make the contest a credible one.  

He also co-founded the Eastern Surfing Association [ESA], the largest amateur surfing association in the world. 
Additionally, he was one of the first people inducted into the newly formed Surfing Hall of Fame in 1996, 
which is located in Huntington Beach, Calif.  

Mr. Lear said being able to tell his story is an honor.  

At the event, Mr. Lear said he will talk about how surfing started in this area in the early 1960s, which is when 
he first picked up a surfboard.  

When asked why he wanted to localize his story, Mr. Lear said, “it is important because [surfing] is so much of 
our heritage here.” 

Buttons Kaluhiokalani, of Hawaii, began surfing when he was 7 in Waikiki, Hawaii. By age 13, he traveled to 
the U.S. Championships in Malibu, Calif., as an amateur, where he placed second, according to 
buttonssurfschool.com/history.  

He then went on to place first in the Pro Classic Trials in Sunset, Hawaii, in 1974, and the Sunkist Open in 
Malibu, Calif., in 1979. He also placed first in Japan, in 1982, and Peru, in 1984, according to the website. 

He has more than 100 wins as an amateur surfer. 

Currently, Mr. Kaluhiokalani owns a surf school, Buttons Surf School, in Haleiwa, Hawaii. 



Reno Abellira, of Hawaii, is a World Champion Surfer who designs innovative surfboards.  

According to his Facebook page, Mr. Abellira was the Makaha International Jr. Men’s Champion and the 
Hawaii Professional Noseriding Champion in 1966. In 1967, he was the Makaha International Jr. Men’s 
Champion, and in 1968 he was a finalist in the World Contest in Puerto Rico. 

Currently, Mr. Abellira designs surfboards at his surf shop, Reno Abellira Hawaii Surf Designs, in Waialua, 
Hawaii.  

Don Tarrant, of Avon-by-the-Sea, has been surfing almost his whole life, he said. Mr. Tarrant owns Eastern 
Lines, 1605 Ocean Ave., and, through being a member of the borough’s tourism commission, helped coordinate 
Surf Stories by the Shore. 

Mr. Tarrant is a member of the ESA and has won a number of amateur titles, including long board and senior 
men, he said. He also helped start the Central New Jersey District of the ESA in 1984.  

When asked what he will talk about at the event, Mr. Tarrant said he is not 100 percent sure, but he will most 
likely talk about his role in the local surfing scene, which he has been involved in for the last 40 years.  

Mr. Tarrant said other legendary surfers could be joining the panel, as well. 

The event is slated for Wednesday, Sept. 12, at Jake’s Crab Shack, 500 Ocean Ave. It will begin at 5:30 p.m. 

Tickets cost $20 per person, and can be purchased on the chamber’s website, belmarchamber.org, or by calling 
Ms. Yarnold at 732-749-0729. Tickets are limited to about 40 or 50, so make reservations in advance.  

	  


