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Investigators conducting audit for debris-
related costs
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Federal investigators are continuing an audit in Belmar for all debris removal costs incurred
post-Sandy.

The borough is being audited by the US. Department of Homeland Security’s [DHS] Office of Inspector General
[OIG].

According to a letter about the audit from the OIG, “the purpose of the audit is to determine whether the
Borough has accounted for expended FEMA funds for debris removal according to federal regulations and FEMA 
guidelines.” The letter was sent to Robbin Kirk, borough chief financial officer, on April 30.

Borough administrator Colleen Connolly said the borough has been working with the DHS for the past few
months on the audit, and hopes it wraps up in the next month or two.

Residents should not be worried, Ms. Connolly said, since “audits are a healthy part of the accounting process”
and “we welcome it.”

While Ms. Connolly said she is unsure why Belmar was chosen to be audited right now,
she said she believes it has to do with the “size of the debris operation,” which
exceeded $5 million in Belmar.

Mayor Matt Doherty said the audit is routine and that the borough is “happy” to be a
part of it.

“It’s an important part of the process when you receive federal funds” as it ensures
the money is spent properly, the mayor said.

The mayor said he looks forward to the audit’s results showing the borough did
“everything properly.”

And while the borough is only being audited for debris removal costs right now, all FEMA money used will
eventually be audited.

“Any federal dollar we take from FEMA will be audited and it should,” said Mayor Doherty.

According to the mayor, all municipalities that have received funding from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency [FEMA] will be audited in order to ensure the money was spent correctly.

When the mayor visited Pass Christian, Miss., late last year, he was told that their audit went on for years, he
said. Pass Christian was a town devastated by Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

Arlen Morales, a spokeswoman for the OIG, said, “We are conducting a number of oversight projects related to
Sandy. As a matter of policy, the OIG does not discuss its ongoing work.”

She added that the OIG routinely audits municipalities who have received FEMA funding, although she said the
OIG does not discuss the “audit selection methodology.”

Audits generally last about nine months to one year, Ms. Morales said.
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