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Freedman’s Bakery site could soon be
replaced by a brewery
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar could soon be a destination for beer lovers
as plans are in the works to convert Freedman’s Bakery
property into a brewery.

The brewery would be home to East Coast Beer Company,
which manufactures and distributes a line of craft brews under
the Beach Haus label. East Coast Beer company is currently
based in Point Pleasant Beach and brews their beer in
Rochester, NY.

East Coast Beer Company currently does not own a brewery,
but did contract brewing, which means the beer company
rented brewery time and equipment.

In order to bring the brewing process to the Jersey Shore, and
to own their own brewery, East Coast Beer Company looked at
several locations along the shore before finally selecting
Belmar.

“We fell in love with the fact Belmar could be our home,” said
Joel Brudner, management partner for MB1 Capital Partners.

MB1 Capital Partners is a real estate investment company,
based in Wall, that is looking to purchase the Freedman’s
Bakery property, located at 803 Main St., and lease it to the

beer company. That property is not
only home to Freedman’s Bakery, but a barber shop and antique store as well, Mr.
Brudner said.

The partners in MB1 own majority in the brewing company, according to Mr. Brudner.

HJB Associates, who owns the building, and MB1 have not closed on the property yet,
he said, noting when the building is purchased it will be vacant.

HJB Associates consists of Herbert, Joel, Mark and David Freedman.

In a joint statement by HJB associates, HJB members said Freedman’s Bakery has been at that site for almost
65 years.

Herbert Freedman owns Freedman’s Bakery.

“The bakery is not part of this sale, and is currently considering its options, one of which may be relocation,”
the statement said. No decisions have been made yet.

The statement continued, “HJB Associates joins with Freedmans in assuring any and all interested parties that
the bakery continues to operate, and will do so as long as the buyers are in the process of completing their
necessary steps. Wholesale accounts will be kept apprised of the situation, and will have adequate notice if
and when Freedmans relocates or is sold.”
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The building on Main Street that is home to the
longstanding Freedman’s Bakery is in the
process of being sold to East Coast Beer
Company. If, and when, the property is sold,
803 Main St. will be converted into a brewery.
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While HJB Associates is in the process of selling the building to East Coast Beer Company, this process takes a
while and the closing might not happen for months, according to the statement.

Once the property is purchased, the site’s interior and exterior will be “substantially improved” and so will its
curb appeal, Mr. Brudner said.

“The story is that our beer is basically seen as a Jersey Shore beer,” Mr. Brudner said.

East Coast Beer Company has four beers that are distributed to six states, including New Jersey, and is looking
to brew their Jersey Shore beers in a location that represents where they came from.

Prior to choosing Belmar as its location, several different towns were looked at, but Belmar was chosen
because of its downtown location, accessibility and visibility, Mr. Brudner said.

The beer company “wanted to make it a destination location,” he said, as he hopes the brewery will attract
tourists.

While they could have chose a location off a highway, the beer company “wanted to make a contribution to a
community that we thought was appropriate” and make it a destination that people want to come to, Mr.
Brudner said.

In addition to brewing its beers, which will then be sold to distributors, the brewery will offer tours, beer
tastings and a retail shop to purchase limited amounts of their beer and souvenirs.

John Merklin, co-founder of the brewing company, said there can be an argument that Belmar is “the heart of
the Jersey Shore” and is a town that most of those at the brewing company are familiar with.

“It just felt like a natural, great fit,” he said.

By having their own brewery, the beer company can also expand on its current inventory, and create new beers
that are locally inspired, Mr. Merklin said, noting they lack that flexibility under contract brewing.

Mayor Matt Doherty said he is looking forward to having a brewery in town.

“Freedman’s has been a long established landmark in Belmar but it is certainly time for a new presence on that
corner,” the mayor said, noting the corner of Eighth Avenue and Main Street is “starting to come back after a
“long period of deterioration.”

By having the brewery as a destination in town, people will come to Main Street and attract business for others
on the street, particularly during the off season, the mayor said.

The governing body was expected to hear a presentation about the brewery at its council meeting last night.
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