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Council moving forward with interlocal
agreement
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The governing body was expected to vote on an interlocal agreement at last night’s council meeting
that would establish a protocol for all stakeholders for Lake Como.

The four stakeholders, all of whom will vote on passing the interlocal agreement, are Belmar, Lake Como,
Spring Lake and the South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA]. Belmar, Spring Lake and Lake Como
border the lake.

SMRSA has a vested interest in the lake since it has two pump stations, one in Lake Como and one in Spring
Lake, that sit around the lake.

The interlocal agreement will establish a flood emergency management protocol that will dictate how the four
stakeholders will respond during flooding events at the lake, which has a habit of overflowing during inclement
weather.

The interlocal agreement “memorializes how we’ve been behaving since the storm,” Colleen Connolly, borough
administrator, said.

Since Hurricane Sandy, all four stakeholders have worked together to ensure the
lake’s level remains under control.

The interlocal agreement identifies the primary contact, and secondary contact, for
each borough and establishes the cost share, Ms. Connolly said.

Belmar’s primary contact is Ms. Connolly, and the secondary is Mike Campbell,
director of the department of public works.

Each stakeholder will pay an equal share, or 25 percent, of costs associated with the
emergencies.

The agreement is for two years, with options to renew.

Lake Como unanimously passed a resolution at its Tuesday council meeting approving the interlocal agreement.
Spring Lake has not yet voted on the agreement, and the agreement is expected to be on SMRSA’s agenda at its
Oct. 10 meeting.
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