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Belmar mayor to receive the Rising Tide
Award
From the Jersey Shore Convention & Visitors Bureau
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Mayor Matt Doherty will soon be honored for his impact on tourism at the Jersey Shore Convention
and Visitors Bureau’s [JSCVB] 4th Annual Big Wave Award.

Each year, the Big Wave Award honors individuals and, or, businesses who have had an immense impact on the
Jersey Shore’s tourism and economic development. These individuals have achieved a special status for their
contributions and commitment to the Jersey Shore region. The presenters for each of these awards are also
individuals who are leaders and have been an asset to the region.

Since the one-year anniversary of Superstorm Sandy is soon approaching, the JSCVB is especially excited about
this year’s event as the resurgence of the tourism business at the Jersey Shore is celebrated.

As part of the ceremony, Mayor Doherty will receive the Rising Tide Award, which is given to an organization or
individual who has “quickly made an exceptional impact on tourism.”

Bob Hilton, JSCVB executive director, said, “It was a unanimous board decision.”

Mayor Doherty’s name came up after the storm because of his quick response
post-Hurricane Sandy, Mr. Hilton said.

The mayor had made a commitment to rebuild the boardwalk by Memorial Day
weekend, which he accomplished, started the Buy a Board campaign and ensured the
borough was back in business by the summer season, Mr. Hilton said. The Buy a Board
Campaign allowed residents and visitors to contribute funds to the making of the
boardwalk.

“He just did the whole package,” Mr. Hilton said.

“There’s very few people that really get tourism and understand” the impact it has on communities, but Mr.
Hilton said he feels Mayor Doherty, and his “team,” does.

Mayor Doherty said, “I am deeply honored and humbled.”

The borough did its best from recovering from Sandy, the mayor said.

In Belmar, businesses rely on tourists, which in turn helps keep property taxes “in check,” the mayor said. “It’s
all part of an economic cycle.”

The dinner will take place from 6 to 10 p.m. on Oct. 16 at the PNC Bank Arts Center, in Holmdel.

The event is open to the public. Tickets are $85 per person and can be purchased at
www.visitthejerseyshore.com.
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