
The Coast Star (09/20/2012): Bonfires expected 
to be council topic last night 

Concern over bonfire impact stem from a meeting in August 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The borough council, here, was expected to continue discussing concerns raised about 
the impact bonfires were having on the Second Avenue beach, at the council meeting last night. 

The continued discussion and re-evaluation of the borough’s bonfire policy stems from concerns 
raised from Joe Gervasi, who owns property on Second Avenue, at the August council meeting. 
Councilman Brian Magovern and Councilwoman Claire Deicke also had questions regarding the 
policy. 

The borough ordinance currently states bonfires can only be started at the designated spot along the 
beachfront, the Second Avenue beach, with a permit given by the borough fire official, John 
Rizzitello. 

Bonfire permits can be issued at any time of the year and can only be held for three hours at a time 
between 6-10 p.m., said borough clerk April Claudio, noting the borough has issued 34 permits so 
far this year. 

According to Bill Young, borough administrator, as of this year, bonfires are allowed in one 
designated area, about 75 yards east of the Second Avenue beach entrance. Prior to this, bonfires 
were allowed anywhere on Second Avenue, as long as there was a permit issued, he said, noting the 
borough stopped issuing bonfire permits in August. 

At the August meeting, Mr. Gervasi said he “likes a good bonfire as much as anybody,” but having 
bonfires when the borough does not have the right equipment to clean up the leftover debris is not 
OK.  

“It’s filthy dirty,” he said. “You can’t walk from the ocean to the boardwalk without coming back 
with soot on your feet.” 

Councilwoman Deicke, like Councilman Magovern, are also in favor of bonfires if an alternative 
could be presented.  

The councilwoman said she believes bonfires could be held off until the fall months, instead of 
during the summer when patrons constantly use the beaches. 

Councilman Magovern agreed. 

The councilman said the issue with the bonfires is that there are too many in the summer, which 
“leaves the beach dirty for beachgoers during the day.” 



“Thirty-four is a lot to me,” he said, referring to the number of bonfires to date this year. 

At the end of the August meeting, the borough council said it would re-evaluate the policy and 
report back at the next meeting, that being last night’s meeting. 

Bill Young, borough administrator, said the council would talk about the time of year the bonfires 
would take place and the security deposit and fees associated with it at last night’s council meeting. 

For the update on this story, log on to www.starnewsgroup.com Thursday afternoon. 

	  


