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By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — After representatives from Lake Como, Belmar and Spring Lake met on Sept. 6 
to discuss the possibilities of creating a lake commission to oversee Lake Como, representatives 
from each town have decided it is not the time to create such a commission.  

The meeting stemmed from a letter sent from Lake Como in August requesting to meet with 
representatives from the two other towns about establishing a lake commission.  

This is not the first time the three towns have tried to establish a lake commission.  

According to Lake Como Mayor Mike Ryan, the borough has been trying to create a lake 
commission for about 18 years, without any luck.  

At one point, the three towns, Lake Como, Belmar and Spring Lake, established a lake committee, 
but that was soon disbanded because it was futile, Mayor Ryan said. The committee was created 
between sometime between 1995 and 1997, Mayor Ryan said, although he could not remember 
exactly when it was created. 

 “The committee was limited because it could only advise,” he said, adding that decisions about the 
lake still had to be voted on by the towns’ councils. “Too many people were trying to manage [the 
lake].” 

Now, about 18 years later, the borough is still having no such luck. 

According to the Lake Como mayor, discussions came to a halt because Spring Lake could not 
commit to the commission. 

Bryan Dempsey, Spring Lake borough administrator, said Spring Lake is having similar flooding 
problems with Wreck Pond, which is shared by Sea Girt, Spring Lake Heights and Wall Township, 
and they are able to cooperate and get grants without a commission.  

“We are willing to cooperate with Lake Como and Belmar … but as far as serving an organized 
commission I don’t see it happening,” he said.  

Mayor Ryan said the boroughs are still “looking at resolving the problem of the lake without having 
a lake commission because everyone understands the impact flooding has on our residents.”  


