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By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — Mayor Mike Ryan announced a plan at Tuesday’s council meeting that could 
potentially solve the problem of Lake Como flooding here and in Belmar. 

The plan consists of raising the lake berm, dredging the lake and putting a pipe in the lake that 
would allow it to be drained. 

Over the past year, beginning just after Hurricane Irene hit in August 2011, the boroughs of 
Belmar and Lake Como and Monmouth County began meeting to discuss how to prevent the 
flooding every year, Mayor Ryan said. 

“We don’t want to always be putting out fires. We want to be preventing fires altogether,” he 
said.  

Soon after talks began, discussion surrounding the current plan started to snowball. 

The first part of the plan is to dredge Lake Como through a partnership with Monmouth 
County’s Department of Public Works and Engineering.  

The borough is then looking to use the soil from the dredging portion of the plan to raise the 
lake’s berm, or the edge of the lake, about 2 and one-half feet. 

By raising the lake’s berm more than 2 feet, it will make it level to the Spring Lake side of Lake 
Como, giving Lake Como and Belmar the ability to restrict the water better and keep it within 
the confines of the lake, instead of spreading into people’s homes, Mayor Ryan said. 

Tom Rospos, Belmar borough engineer, said Birdsall Services Group, which Mr. Rospos works 
for, has already conducted soil samplings of the lake and sent it to the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection for a sampling plan.  

According to Mr. Rospos, the soil has met the state standards and is clean, which means that 
when the boroughs submit an application for the dredging project, and when it comes time to 
raise the berm of the lake, the state and residents will know the soil being used is not 
contaminated. 



Another part of the plan would be to install two, 12-inch pipes that would run under Ocean 
Avenue from the lake to the ocean, so when there is a storm borough employees could hook up a 
pump to pump water out of the lake prior to the weather event, said Belmar borough 
administrator Bill Young. 

Belmar and Lake Como would also like to modify the new pipe that Spring Lake will be 
installing, Mr. Young said. 

According to Spring Lake borough administrator Bryan Dempsey, the borough is currently 
looking at how much it would cost to replace the outfall pipe, which discharges water into the 
ocean, in Lake Como. The outfall pipe is currently cracked.  

Once the outfall pipe is replaced, Belmar and Lake Como will be making modifications to it by 
adding a check and gate valve, Mr. Young said. This would allow water to flow from the lake 
into the ocean and not allow water to re-enter the lake during high tide, he said.  

Mayor Ryan said if this plan comes to fruition, it could change the future of the pump station, 
which sits on the corner of North Boulevard and Parkway, in Lake Como, and has been the 
center of some controversy in the borough.  

“If we can get this done then that provides some protection from the pump station,” he said. 

Over the past several months, the pump station has been a controversial issue in town. Parkway 
residents are against South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] doing 
construction on Parkway to add a bypass system halfway up their street that would provide 
service during adverse conditions. SMRSA also purchased 1800 Parkway with the intentions of 
relocating the pump station to that location in the future.  

Mike Ruppel, executive director of SMRSA, said after hearing concerns from residents about 
relocating the pump station, SMRSA tabled the plans so the community could have the 
opportunity to find a solution to control the flooding.  

“If that is possible, it could be a game-changer,” he said, noting the company would have to see 
the plans and the timeline of it to make a decision. 

According to Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty, the plan is in its early stages, with a timeline and 
funding still being worked out.  

“This is something that has to be done and something that will be done,” he said. “But when 
you’re talking about a multi-town and multi-government project, you have to have patience.” 

Freeholder Tom Arnone, liaison to the Monmouth County Department of Public Works and 
Engineering, said “there is a need to berm Lake Como for quality of life for the residents there.” 

In order to start the plan, the boroughs need to first meet some of the state requirements, then 
they will be put on a priority list with the county, the freeholder said.  



	  


