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East Coast Beer Co. makes presentation to
governing body
Wants to convert Freedman’s Bakery to a microbrewery
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — A Point Pleasant Beach-based brewing company presented a plan to the governing body at the Sept.
18 council meeting that seeks to convert the Freedman’s Bakery site into a brewery.

East Coast Beer Co. was invited to address the council and public at the meeting to discuss the proposed use
and to answer questions.

The beer company manufactures and distributes a line of craft brews under the Beach Haus label, and currently
serves six states, including New Jersey. The company rents brewing time and equipment from a brewery in
Rochester, N.Y. The beer company currently has four different beers.

“We built a company and we built a product that folks really enjoy,” said John Merklin, co-founder of the beer
company.

To move the brewing process back home, and to own a brewery of their own, the company looked at various
towns for its brewing location before picking Belmar.

“The location in Belmar is very exciting to us and it’s a very compatible partner for
the commerce and tourist business in Belmar,” said Joel Brudner, management
partner for MB1 Capital Partners.

MB1 Capital Partners is a real estate investment company, based in Wall, that is
looking to purchase the Freedman’s Bakery property, located at 803 Main St., and
lease it to the beer company. That property is not only home to Freedman’s Bakery,
but a furniture painting shop and barber shop, as well.

The partners in MB1 own a majority in the brewing company, Mr. Brudner said.

The property that will be sold includes Freedman’s Bakery, a barber shop and furniture painting store, all of
which will be vacant when the property is sold, Mr. Brudner said. The property is currently occupied by those
businesses.

HJB Associates, who owns the building, and MB1 have not closed on the property yet.

The decision to come to Belmar was an easy one as the co-founders have a personal connection to the town,
Mr. Merklin said.

According to Mr. Merklin there is a “strong argument” that Belmar is an “artery of the Jersey Shore.”

“I’m one of those folks that would make that argument,” Mr. Merklin said. “It’s an iconic Jersey Shore town.”

The Freedman’s Bakery site is interesting because it is a “simple conversion” since the process of making
bakery items and beer are similar ones, he said, noting its the least intrusive space and location they could
find.

There are additional benefits to the site, Mr. Merklin said, which includes accessibility from major roadways
and the fact the building is an “iconic” one.
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QUESTIONS, COMMENTS

After Mr. Brudner and Mr. Merklin made their presentation, the governing body and public had an opportunity to
ask questions and make comments.

Councilwoman Claire Deicke asked what changes would be done to the building.

Mr. Brudner said the interior and exterior of the building would be renovated, and the facade would be
redesigned to compliment what is being done in the area.

“Right now I think everyone would agree that it’s dated. It’s an eyesore,” he said.

According to Mr. Merklin, during prohibition many breweries who faced being shut down made other products,
including bakery items, because the process was similar.

Councilwoman Deicke then asked whether there would be any environmental issues going forward, to which Mr.
Brudner said it is “environmentally neutral at worst,” meaning they expect no negative environmental impact.

Mr. Brudner also mentioned an existing environmental issue, contaminated soil, located just west of the site,
under the municipal parking lot.

Active remediation is now required, he said after the meeting.

“Under the conditions of our purchase agreement, the current owners are required to complete that
remediation which is scheduled to take place in the next couple of months during the ‘off-season’ in Belmar.
We made this a condition so that it would be completed timely and would not impact our schedule,” Mr.
Brudner said.

Councilman Jim Bean asked whether the brewery would also be a bar, in which Mr. Merklin said 95 percent of
the operation would be production. There will a retail section, where small quantities of their product will be
sold, as well as souvenirs. There will also be tours and beer tastings offered, Mr. Merklin said, but it is not a
brew pub.

“We’re going to be a destination for folks. There’s no doubt about it. It’s going to be an attraction,” Mr. Merklin
said.

In the building, there will be a visitors center where people can learn about the beer as well as “everything
else Belmar has to offer,” Mr. Merklin said.

“Welcome to Belmar, gentleman,” Councilman Bean said.

Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay spoke about a meeting the beer company had with local restaurants, saying she
loves the collaboration.

She then asked how the beer company will advertise which restaurants sell their beer.

Mr. Merklin said the visitor center will have a kiosk where people can punch in information, possibly in a visual
map, to show what businesses have it, as well as other activities the town has to offer.

“We want to be as informative we can about the town as we are about our beer,” Mr. Merklin said. “It’s equally
important to us.”

The brewery hopes to open in 2014, ideally by mid-year. This is subject to the building permitting process in
Belmar, Mr. Brudner said.
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