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Shark River Paddle Battle slated for Oct. 5
To benefit the Susan G. Komen Central & South Jersey chapter
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Water sport enthusiasts need not look further than Shark River for a friendly competition as a paddle
battle is approaching.

The inaugural Shark River Paddle Battle will take place on Oct. 5, beginning and ending at the L Street beach.

Dave Hough, event organizer, said for the past nine years he has hosted a party around Christmas to raise funds
for the Susan G. Komen Central & South Jersey chapter.

And while the cause is the same, Mr. Hough thought he would change it up this year, and provide an event that
is outside and more activity-based, he said.

So, he came up with the Shark River Paddle Battle, a friendly competition that will have an overall winner and
a male and female winner for each craft category.

Stand up paddle boards, prone paddle boards, kayaks and surf skis are the types of
crafts permitted.

Mr. Hough said he chose the paddle battle as this year’s fundraiser because people of
all ages, coming from near and far, can participate. It is also family friendly.

“Paddle boarding is not just something 18-24 year olds do,” he said. “[It is] something
you can do at 15, 10 and 80,” he said.

As for the cause, Susan G. Komen is a “grassroots network of breast cancer survivors
and activists, the only grassroots organization, fighting to cure breast cancer at every

stage, from the causes to the cures and the pain and anxiety of every moment in between,” according to the
Central and South Jersey chapter’s website, www.komencsnj.org.

Breast cancer is a cause close to Mr. Hough’s heart as his stop mother, Maria Hough, found out late that she had
breast cancer. She died in 2005.

“In my mind as long as you spread awareness and people are getting tests they need to get done” treatment
can be provided and “God willing you can beat it,” he said.

One-hundred percent of the proceeds will go toward the Susan G. Komen Central & South Jersey chapter.

To register for the race visit active.com. The cost is $40, which includes an event T-shirt and goodie bag,
although it is on a first come, first serve basis.

Those interested can also register the day of the event, which is Oct. 5, until 8 a.m. at the L Street beach. The
race will begin shortly after.

Paddle boards can be reserved for a fee by calling Summertime Surf at 732-599-2700. Otherwise, participants
should bring their craft to race with.

An after-party will take place at 10th Ave. Burrito, in Belmar Plaza, beginning at 11 a.m.
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