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Boro receives military vehicles, equipment
for emergencies
Includes four hummers, one unimog, and
two bulldozers
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar has geared up and is now prepared to
respond to future emergencies, like Hurricane Sandy, thanks to
a federal program that has allowed the borough to obtain
surplus emergency management vehicles and equipment.

Right after Hurricane Sandy hit, Mike Campbell, director of the
borough’s public works department, met with Mayor Matt
Doherty and former borough administrator Bill Young to talk
about the loss of town vehicles, Mr. Campbell said.

It was decided that something needed to be done, while
keeping taxpayer money down, he said.

So the borough applied to the United States Department of
Defense’s Law Enforcement Support Office [LESO] and the
United States General Services Administration [GSA], which
makes available to municipal law enforcement agencies,
decommissioned military equipment and vehicles returning
from service abroad.

These decommissioned vehicles and
equipment are made available at no cost to the Borough of Belmar.

The only cost incurred by the borough were for staff time and transportation costs to
get the equipment and vehicles to Belmar.

“Belmar will never again be short of the vehicles and equipment needed to respond to
emergencies like Hurricane Sandy,” Mayor Matt Doherty said. “There was no cost to
purchase these vehicles and equipment, showing again our commitment to responsibly
manage taxpayer dollars and prepare for the next emergency.”

The vehicles and equipment purchased are valued at over $1 million, and will ensure that in the event of an
emergency, including storm surges, first responders will have the appropriate equipment to respond. The
acquisition of these vehicles will allow borough vehicles to be parked on high ground, safe from the debilitating
effects of flooding, while these surplus vehicles are used.

“I feel very confident going into the next event, God forbid, that we’ll be much, much more prepared for
cleanup at no costs to the taxpayers,” Mr. Campbell said.

Through LESO and GSA, the borough now owns four, five ton, high water trucks that are able to drive through 7
feet of flood water, four Hummers, one unimog, two bulldozers, one trailer bed, ten 60 kilowatt generators,
eleven 10 kilowatt generators and 10 generator trailers.

A 60 kilowatt generator has the ability to hook up in borough hall and run all the offices, Mr. Campbell said.
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Recently, Belmar received decommissioned
vehicles and equipment through two federal
programs to aid during emergency events.
Among these items received were one unimog,
four hummers and several generators. Photo by
SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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Each of the fire departments will be receiving a generator as well.

The equipment will be maintained and serviced by Belmar’s on staff mechanic and made available for loan to
neighboring municipalities when not in service in the borough.
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