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St. Rose to host walkathon, bonfire
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose High School is gearing up for two student-wide activities: a walkathon and bonfire.

WALKATHON

The walkathon became a school tradition in 1980, when the school’s gymnasium burned down and students
wanted to help raise money to rebuild it, Christine Stansbury, the school’s alumni coordinator. In order to raise
money, the students created the Walkathon, which is now held the first week of October each year.

Each year the students raise money for a project voted on by the student body.

Last year’s walkathon, which raised about $30,000, renovated the boy’s and girl’s
locker rooms in the gymnasium.

Although Ms. Stansbury said this year’s project has not been selected yet, she said the
student body is looking to raise about $50,000.

“By doing this it gives students a say,” Ms. Stansbury said.

The 2013 Walkathon has a special significance as each St. Rose student will walk in
honor of a donor who supported St. Rose High School in the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy.

The devastation of the storm left up to nine feet of water in the building and destroyed seven classrooms, the
arts and music programs, science labs and school chapter.

Now, nearly one year later, the school is back in full swing.

“We are humbled and deeply grateful by the outpouring of support that we received over the last year to
recover from Sandy. This is a small way for the students to honor the kindness of hundreds and hundreds of
people around the world who lent their support in our time of need,” Principal Sr. Kathleen Nace, SSJ, said.

The walkathon will take place on Oct. 2, beginning at 8:30 a.m. with a kickoff in the gym.

St. Rose High School has extended an invitation to alumni and the community to become a walker or sponsor.
Those interested can visit the school’s website, www.strose.k12.nj.us, for registration. For more information
contact Ms. Stansbury at 732-681-2858 ext. 312.

BONFIRE

On Oct. 4, the school will be hosting a bonfire for the entire student body.

At the beginning of each sports season, St. Rose hosts a pep rally to introduce the athletes. For the past several
years, the school has been hosting its fall pep rally at the beach with a bonfire.

The school “moved it to the beach as a way to get people more excited for the sports season,” Ms. Stansbury
said.

The bonfire will take place from 6:30-8:30 p.m. on Oct. 4 at the Second Avenue beach.

Parents, friends and members of the Belmar community are invited to attend.
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