
The Coast Star (09/27/2012): Resident approaches 
council about unanswered 10th Avenue problems 

Issues centered around parking along the street 

 

A truck unloading food for one business along Main Street pulled up along 10th Avenue on Tuesday after discussions occurred 
between borough administrator Bill Young and 10th Avenue resident Tom Burke, who is running for a council seat in the November 

election. Residents on the 600 block of 10th Avenue have been raising concerns about issues along their street since April. Photo 
courtesy TOM BURKE 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — One resident raised his concerns about the borough’s lack of action in regards to parking on the 
600 block of 10th Avenue at the council’s Sept. 19 meeting.  

The issue stems from concerns raised by resident Tom Burke, of the 600 block, who sent a letter in April to the 
council, addressing the lack of parking created by the businesses on Main Street, specifically 1000 Main St. 
because of its close proximity to the 600 block of 10th Avenue.  

Mr. Burke is also the Republican candidate for the only open council seat in the upcoming November election.  

 “What Belmar needed for parking in the 1990s is no longer adequate for the business and commercial areas of 
the town,” stated a letter submitted to the mayor and council on May 22 on behalf of the residents of the block.  



As a result, the 600 block of 10th Avenue has seen a stark increase in the number of patrons who park on the 
block because they cannot find parking elsewhere.  

Accordingly, the residents of the 600 block of 10th Avenue addressed the mayor and council in June, through a 
representative, Samuel Marzarella, who lives on the block, to address their concerns and recommend changes.  

At the meeting in June, Mr. Marzarella addressed several areas of concern.  

Among those concerns were the fact that commuters who travel to and from Newark or New York by train tend 
to park in the residential area of 10th Avenue, fearing that they will get a parking ticket otherwise because there 
is a 10-hour time limit in public parking areas near the train station.  

The residents are also concerned with the parking for the apartments located above 1000 Main St. According to 
the letter, those condos have no parking and if they park in close proximity to their home, they are forced to 
park in a two-hour parking zone for much of the day. As a result, those residents park on the 600 block of 10th 
Avenue. 

At the meeting, Mr. Marzarella also raised concerns that visitors do not know where public parking lots are 
located, since there is no adequate signage. Accordingly, the residents feel that the borough should put up signs 
saying “free public parking,” with arrows indicating where, so visitors know where they can park.  

Another concern raised at the meeting was the fact that employees of restaurants near 10th Avenue and Main 
Street tend to park on the 600 block of 10th Avenue so they avoid parking tickets from the two-hour parking 
limit. Accordingly, the residents on the 600 block of 10th Avenue recommend that the borough places “parking 
by permit” signs and that those employees be advised to park in one of the parking lots with 10-hour parking 
limits.  

Mr. Marzarella also raised concerns about delivery vehicles who double park behind parking spaces along 10th 
Avenue to unload products for the restaurant/bar establishments near 10th Avenue and Main Street. There are 
also instances where the delivery trucks double park in the residential zone, blocking driveways.  

The letter also addresses concerns about the trash and recycled products created by the restaurant/bars that are 
placed onto the street. This causes street congestion and odor, the letter states.  

The final concern raised in the letter addresses the new sign placed along 10th Avenue adjacent to Sunsations, 
located at 1001 Main St., indicating the direction of several borough locations, including an indication that 
parking is straight ahead.  

These concerns were addressed in June, however, they have gone unanswered three months later, which is why 
Mr. Burke, a resident of the 600 block of 10th Avenue, addressed the council at the September meeting.  

“Our issue isn’t with 1000 Main St.,” Mr. Burke said, “but that adequate parking hasn’t been created for it.”  

Mr. Burke said that a representative from the 600 block of 10th Avenue approached the council in June about 
these issues, but that the issues have gone unanswered, with the exception of the garbage issue, and that the 
residents are waiting.  

After the meeting, borough administrator Bill Young reached out to Mr. Burke, and the two met on Friday, 
Sept. 21, reaching an agreement on the issues. 



Mr. Young said the borough will visit every food, beverage and retail establishment that is having trucks park 
along 10th Avenue and will ask them to park in roadway behind Taylor Hardware that connects 9th and 10th 
avenues because “it’s a quality of life issue.”  

With recent improvements to Main Street and 10th Avenue, the borough has increased public by 50-60 spaces, 
Mr. Young said. 

Mr. Burke said, and Mr. Young confirmed, better signage will also be placed in the public parking area in the 
alley behind Taylor Hardware, 914 Main St., with spaces more appropriately identified for public parking.  

The borough will also make signage for public parking lots more user friendly, Mr. Young said. This will 
include indicating “free public parking” signs, and increasing the time on many of the spaces near the train 
station from 10 to 15 hour limits.  

Mr. Young said the borough will not be putting up “parking by permit” signage for the 600 block of 10th 
Avenue.  

The borough “can manage our parking situation with improved signage and therefore there is no reason to 
implement signage,” he said.  

When asked why it took the borough so long to look at the situation along 10th Avenue, Mr. Young said, “it 
was a busy summer...and there were other priorities that I needed to handle, like promoting Belmar.”  

Mr. Burke said “it is a good positive step,” although he said he did see a truck pull up in front of his house on 
Tuesday to unload products. 

"I spoke to Dan, the owner of Nicchio's [Ristorante], and he will be working on the problem,” he said. “Along 
with Bill Young's efforts we hopefully can get this part of the issues resolved.” 

Mr. Young said the borough is “working diligently” to get the proper signage request in. 

The borough will also talk to the police captain in charge of traffic operations, Captain Andrew Huisman, to 
make sure all signage is proper.  

Once that is done, he said, the borough will visit the businesses to alert them of the changes.  

	  


