
The Coast Star (09/27/2012): Art for Autism 
exhibit opening reception on Sept. 29 

 

Autistic children at the Beach Bash— held on Sept. 9 and 10 in the borough— made artwork for the Belmar Art 
Council’s new exhibit, Art for Autism, which is having its opening reception on Sept. 29. The reception will be held 

at 608 River Road. Photo courtesy ALEXANDRA MARTIN 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Belmar Arts Council [BAC] will be hosting an opening reception for their 
newest exhibit, Art for Autism, on Saturday, Sept. 29.  

The exhibit will boast about 50 pieces of art, with most of it done by children from the Beach 
Bash. The Beach Bash is an annual two-day event held in September, where Surfers Healing, a 
nonprofit dedicated to teaching autistic children to surf, come to teach about 300 children to surf. 
This year children at the event had the opportunity to create artwork for the exhibit, and about 45 
children took the opportunity to do so.  

The BAC wanted to provide an opportunity for autistic children at the Beach Bash to show their 
interest in art, said Alexandra Martin, committee member for the Art for Autism exhibit, noting 



Jane Magovern, Councilman Brian Magovern’s wife, was a large help in creating art at the 
Beach Bash.  

“To be able to see them express how they were feeling that day— the joy they were having at the 
beach bash —it is expressed in this work,” she said.  

Most of the art, consisting of mediums such as acrylic paint on polyfoam, acrylic paint on canvas 
and line drawings, will be on sale for about $10, she said. 

Ms. Martin said since the BAC wants to raise a lot of money at its opening reception for its two 
causes— the BAC and the Belmar First Aid Squad Autism Fund, which helps fund the Beach 
Bash— the BAC has decided to do something “unusual” and hold a silent auction. Many of the 
BAC members will be donating work they have done themselves, such as sculptures, paintings, 
jewelry and ceramics, that will be auctioned off at the event, she said.  

Cliff Bloodgood, a local musician, has donated his time to play at the reception, Ms. Martin said.  

Ms. Martin said the opening reception was made possible because of generous donations by the 
9th Ave. Pier, Taylor’s Hardware and Klein’s Waterside Cafe, which are all businesses in the 
borough. 

The opening reception will be from 5-7 p.m. on Sept. 29 at the BAC’s Boatworks Gallery, 608 
River Road.  

The exhibit will be open from Sept. 29 through Nov. 2. Gallery hours are 1-5 p.m., Wednesday 
through Saturday. 

For more information visit www.belmararts.org or email Steve Harrison at 
springlakechair@gmail.com. 

	  


