
The Coast Star (09/27/2012): Borough to look 
into bamboo issue 

Gretchen Smidhausler appointed to do research on problem 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — Bamboo has become a topic of conversation in Lake Como, as some residents 
have become distraught over its invasiveness on their property — and borough officials are 
looking into how to remedy the situation. 

Most recently the issue was brought up at the environmental commission meeting last Thursday, 
where Councilman Jared Cohen, council liaison to the environmental commission, said the 
commission is “trying to gage how big an issue it is, and if it is an issue we will educate 
ourselves on what the proper steps are to address it.” 

Councilwoman Patricia Tzibrouk, who brought the issue to the council’s attention, said in her 
particular neighborhood at least three or four have had it invade their landscaping. 

“You can’t even eradicate it,” she said, noting she has done a lot of reading on the subject since 
the issue has been brought to her attention. “It’s very strong and sturdy. It’s a constant problem 
and will destroy other vegetation.” 

Rita Sharkey, of 21st Avenue, said bamboo, which has been growing on a property on 20th 
Avenue, has been spreading to the Sharkey’s property. The house on 20th Avenue is located to 
the left of the Sharkey’s property on 21st Avenue. 

 “It really spreads through everything” and “grows through everything,” she said, noting she has 
been trimming the bamboo at least once or twice per week.  

Tom Pardue, owner of All Around Grounds, in Manasquan, said while bamboo has some 
positive characteristics — such as it is makes for a scenic barrier for property — it is also 
invasive and can spread quickly. 

“It could start in one spot and if no one does anything about it it could spread 3 to 4 feet per 
year,” he said. 

At the environmental commission meeting the council appointed Gretchen Schmidhausler, a 
Lake Como resident who is running independently for a council seat in the November election, 
to research the issue further, specifically ordinances other towns have on the issue. 

Ms. Schmidhausler will report back to the environmental commission on her findings at the next 
meeting, which is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 15 in borough hall.  


