
The Coast Star (09/27/2012): Belmar rooming house 
shut down 

Officials board up house for unsafe conditions 

 

Tenants at the Belle Victorian, 405 14th Ave., packed up their belongings on Thursday, Sept. 20, as the borough was boarding up the 
rooming house due to its unsafe conditions. Photo by JOSEPH J. DELCONZO, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — With the windows and doors boarded shut and the doors padlocked, 12 tenants were evicted from 
their home, here, as the borough has deemed a rooming house on 14th Avenue unsafe for human habitation. 

The Belle Victorian, 405 14th Ave., was the home to 12 tenants prior to their eviction on Thursday, Sept. 20. 

The eviction came after the borough fire marshal, John Rizzitello, sent an order to vacate two days before, on 
Sept. 18, because the rooming home’s owner, James Holland, has not responded to a letter from the borough, 
notifying him of 13 violations at the site. The issue stems from July.  



The borough also issued a “fire watch,” in which a police officer was stationed outside the premises 24 hours 
per day since Sept. 18 until the house was boarded up. 

The violations issued were for a questionable fire protection system, hot plates in the rooms and dry, 
combustible materials, such as chairs, couches and trash throughout the house that was “fuel for fire,” among 
other things, said Bill Young, borough administrator. Mr. Young said due to this and other safety issues, the 
borough needed to take to take action.  

Mr. Holland has not responded to the borough’s attempts to reach him and have him correct the deficiencies. 

“We were concerned for their living safety,” Mr. Young said. 

Thus far, Mr. Holland owes the borough $65,000 in fines, and the fines keep accruing, Mr. Young said, noting 
the borough is deciding what legal action to take to get the money Mr. Holland owes the borough back. Mr. 
Holland also owes the borough $2,318 in back taxes, he said.  

The Coast Star was not able to reach Mr. Holland, and, according to Mr. Young, the only way the borough has 
been able to reach him is through mail.  

Prior to being evicted last Thursday, Belle Victorian resident Taron Tymkow said she was “livid” over the 
matter. 

“They’re taking advantage over us,” she said. “This is our home. Some of us have been here for five years.” 

Ms. Tymkow said the tenants had the fire systems changed and checked last Thursday night, on Sept. 19, and 
faxed the information over to Mr. Rizzitello, the borough fire marshal.  

Mr. Young, borough administrator, said the borough had not received documents certifying that the fire system 
had been fixed.  

Thomas Hand, who has lived at Belle Victorian for six years, said he believes being evicted is unfair. 

“Some people think we’re an eyesore, like we’re less than them,” he said. “Everybody’s here for their own 
reason, but it doesn’t make us any less of a human being.” 

The New Jersey Department of Community Affairs’ [DCA] Bureau of Rooming and Boarding House Standards 
was on the premises to observe the closing “solely to preserve residents’ right to relocation assistance from 
Belmar,” said Lisa Ryan, director of communications at DCA.  

The tenants were evicted, and five were relocated to a “safer, cleaner dwelling with fresh towels, soap and hot 
water,” Mr. Young said, noting that some of the tenants had moved out prior to the “order to vacate” deadline.  

“It’s a great improvement from where they were,” he said. “The building they left was full of mice, rats and 
bugs. It was filthy.” 

The borough attorney, Michael DuPont, is still deciding what legal action to take against Mr. Holland in order 
to collect the money he owes the town.  

	  


