
The Coast Star (09/27/2012): St. Rose sixth-
graders learn about molecules 

Hands-on science class project uses gumdrop and marshmallow 
tools 

 

St. Rose Grammar School sixth-graders Michael Mahon, 11, of Neptune Township, and Joey Urspruch, 12, of 
Bradley Beach, making water molecules out of gumdrops and marshmallows in Colleen Reilly’s science class. Photo 

courtesy COLLEEN REILLY 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — St. Rose Grammar School sixth-graders spent last Friday converting gumdrops and 
marshmallows into molecules. 

The project was part of Colleen Reilly’s science class, which focuses on physical science. 
Recently, the sixth-graders began studying a chapter on matter, and since matter is too small to 
see, Ms. Reilly decided to design a hands-on project for the students to visualize what they were 
learning. 

“Gumdrops and marshmallows were the order of the day,” she said. 

On Friday, Sept. 21, Ms. Reilly’s class used one gumdrop and two marshmallows to simulate 
two hydrogen atoms and one oxygen atom forming one water molecule.  

When asked why she chose to use marshmallows and gumdrops for the project, Ms. Reilly said 
because they were similar in size, yet different in color.  



“It made it quite clear the difference it atoms by color, yet showed together they made a single 
molecule,” she said.  

Anna Nardelli, 11, of Wall Township, said she enjoyed doing this hands on project because it 
helped her understand what she was learning.  

“I actually know what [a molecule] is made out of,” she said, joking she now thinks they are 
made of gum drops and marshmallows.  

Bryan Angiulo, 11, of Tinton Falls, agreed. 

Bryan said he liked it better than reading the material in the textbook because he could 
understand it better, adding that eating the project was an added bonus.  

The class will be learning about elements, compounds and mixtures at the end of the week. 

	  


