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By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — The environmental commission has decided to draft a letter to the council, 
asking them to consider including the maintenance of trees be paid out of the tree replacement 
fund at its Sept. 20 meeting.  

If the council decides to use the tree replacement fund to pay for the maintenance of trees, it 
would have to do so by amending the tree removal project permit and tree replacement program 
ordinance, which dictates when trees can be removed and replaced. 

The purpose of the ordinance is to “control and regulate the indiscriminate and excessive 
removal, large-scale, clear-cutting and destruction of trees....or impair the ambiance or physical 
appearance of a neighborhood.” 

As such, the ordinance dictates under what conditions residents can remove trees on their 
property. For those trying to remove healthy trees on a lot to add a house or an addition, one 
must either replace the tree or pay into the tree replacement fund. The zoning officer dictates 
how many trees and how much money the home owner must pay to replace the trees. If the home 
owner doesn’t replace the trees, the home owner must pay into the fund.  

This is the only source of money for the fund, which purpose is to replace trees within the 
borough. 

The ordinance also says residents can remove a tree for other reasons that do not require it to be 
replaced, such as if it is dead, diseased or is too close to an existing or proposed structure.  

Councilman Jared Cohen, council liaison to the environmental commission, said the commission 
would like to see the maintenance of trees added to the tree replacement fund because the money 
could go to good use if the ordinance includes maintenance. 

“It is important to maintain trees for the health and beautification of the community,” he said. 

	  


