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engineer deems WRAT tower application 

complete 
Still under review by borough, no hearing date scheduled 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — At the borough environmental commission’s meeting last Thursday, 
council members as well as those in attendance were given an update on the WRAT 
tower’s planning board application, which the borough engineer has deemed complete. 

Greater Media, the parent company for WRAT, has been trying to relocate the WRAT 
radio tower for more than one year, but with the application process taking a long time, 
Greater Media decided to present an application to the borough’s planning board that 
would keep a tower on Main Street. 

The existing tower on Main Street would be torn down and replaced by a new tower that 
would be more than 500-feet high. 

According to Milford Smith, vice president of engineering for Greater Media, the 
planning board application is only a backup plan. 

Mr. Smith said Greater Media is primarily pursuing the relocation of the tower at the 
borough’s request. 

These improvements are “a critical element in our business going forward. We need to 
improve these facilities and coverage area of the radio station to remain competitive in 
the Monmouth and Ocean county markets,” Mr. Smith said, noting a backup plan is 
needed because either way, improvements need to be done.  

CURRENT LOCATION 

Currently, the WRAT radio tower sits at 1731 Main St., and is about 300 feet high, Mr. 
Smith said.  

According to Mr. Smith, Greater Media needs to build a taller radio tower in order to 
keep up with its competition. By increasing the height of the transmission antennae, he 
said, WRAT will be increasing the coverage area for the radio station by a substantial 
amount.  

“The business needs these improvements to be viable,” Mr. Smith said. 



The plans to relocate the radio tower from Main Street to Behrman Park has been in the 
works officially for about one year, said borough attorney William Gallagher Jr., noting 
the borough and Greater Media have been talking about relocating the tower for years. 

Currently, the Federal Communications Commission [FCC] and the Federal Aviation 
Administration [FAA] have already approved Greater Media’s application, Mr. Smith 
said. The FCC approved the technical facility and the FAA approved the height of the 
tower, he said. 

But now, the application sits in the borough’s hands, as well as with Green Acres.  

RELOCATION PLANS 

In order to relocate the radio tower, the borough has to submit an application to Green 
Acres, since Behrman Park is Green Acres parkland. Green Acres is a program under the 
Department of Environmental Protection. Its mission is to protect and preserve the 
natural environment. 

In September 2011, the council voted to send the application to Green Acres.  

The 26-page application, which the borough is still completing, will give permission to 
Greater Media to use a portion of Behrman Park for the radio tower. 

“This is a unique situation because the parcel of land is not used by the public,” Mr. 
Gallagher said. “In that aspect, it is the ideal use of dead area.” 

If the radio tower is relocated to Behrman Park, it will be located at the southwest corner 
of the Little League field, behind the outfield fence on a plot of land about 4,000 square 
feet, Mr. Smith said, noting that, that patch of land is currently overgrown and unused. 

A 533-square-foot high radio tower would sit on the plot of land. That radio tower will be 
self-supporting and able to withstand winds up to 130 miles per hour, Mr. Smith said. 
The tower on Main Street would be torn down. 

Next the radio tower would sit an ancillary building, which would house all the 
transmission equipment, he said. A 12-foot-high fence would surround the tower and 
building.  

In addition to relocating the tower and building, Greater Media will also be making about 
$150,000 worth of improvements to the Little League field. These improvements include 
replacing portions of the fence and improving drainage, Mr. Smith said.  

As part of the Green Acres requirement for using the open space, another piece of 
property in the town has to be allocated for public use, Mr. Gallagher said. 

“The total amount of land used by the public needs to remain the same,” he said.  



Greater Media would create a “pocket park,” which will two times as large as the 4,000-
square-foot area the tower would sitting on, Mr. Smith said. The “pocket park” will be 
located at 1747 Brand Parkway and cost about $300,000, he said, noting the lot would be 
owned by the borough. 

Once the application is completed and submitted, Green Acres will hold a hearing where 
the general public can be heard, the attorney said.  

Mayor Mike Ryan said, if this plan comes to fruition, Greater Media will pay the borough 
a minimum of $54,000 per year in rental fees for the lot in Behrman Park, although the 
rental fee is still in negotiation.  

PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION 

While relocating the radio tower remains Greater Media’s first choice, the company has 
also chosen to have a backup plan in case relocating the tower does not come to fruition. 

According to Robert Shea, Greater Media’s attorney, “because of the timing and need for 
the tower,” Greater Media understands if the first plan does not come to fruition, a new 
tower must be put in the location of the current one. 

That is why Greater Media has set in motion the backup plan by submitting an 
application to the planning board. 

The backup plan includes constructing a new, state-of-the-art, 533-foot-high tower at the 
current location and tearing down the current tower, Mr. Shea said, noting the tower 
proposed at the current location is very similar to the tower proposed for Behrman Park. 

Everything else will basically remain the same, Mr. Shea said, but the parking lot will be 
reconfigured.  

“Greater Media is committed to staying in Lake Como at one location or the other,” Mr. 
Shea said, reiterating the fact the company’s ideal location for the tower would be 
Behrman Park. 

Mr. Smith said while keeping the radio tower at its current location would be cheaper for 
Greater Media, the business is “trying to do it in concert with the borough and at a level 
they’re comfortable with.” 

Mayor Ryan declined commenting on the application as he sits on the planning board.  

Planning board engineer Alan P. Hilla Jr. has deemed the application complete. The 
borough is still reviewing the plans, and no hearing date has been scheduled yet. 

	  


