
The Coast Star (09/06/2012): Special Needs Children 
to Hit the Water Soon at Beach Bash 
Event dedicated to teaching autistic children to surf 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The eighth annual Beach Bash benefiting families in New Jersey and the surrounding areas living 
with autism and related disorders is slated for Sunday, Sept. 9 and Monday, Sept. 10. 

Beach Bash, which is hosted by Autism Family Services of NJ, is an annual event allowing families dealing 
with autism and related disorders to come together for a day of surf, fun and camaraderie.  

According to Jillian Daidone, communications coordinator for Autism Family Services of NJ, the event is 
important for the families because it allows them to spend the day at the beach with people in similar situations.  

“There is no judgment from people who may not understand why their child is acting in a certain way,” she 
said. “And it allows the kids to enjoy activities that are tailored to them.” 

Each year, Surfer’s Healing, a California-based nonprofit specializing in exposing autistic children to surfing, 
comes to the Beach Bash to teach about 200 children how to surf between the two days of the event, Ms. 
Daidone said, noting that Autism Family Services anticipates about 4,000 to 5,000 people will attend the event. 

The first day of the Beach Bash is dedicated to providing surf lessons to autistic children, while the second day, 
which is a smaller event, is dedicated to Down syndrome children, she said. 

Ms. Daidone said surfing is the activity of choice because it provides “another opportunity for an underserved 
population of children to have an experience outside of what they normally can do.” 

An array of activities are also available for those who are not registered to surf.  

Activities include family yoga, zumba classes, limbo contest, hula hoop contest and treasure dig. Information on 
autism services across the state is also available.  

Fran Hines, director of the Belmar First Aid Squad, which is involved in the event, said there will be a new 
addition to the festivities this year. At the event, autistic children will be provided the opportunity to create art 
that will be featured in the Belmar Arts Council “Art of Autism” exhibit from Sept. 29 until Nov. 2 [see related 
article].  

“A lot of these kids are locked up in their own heads and what could come out [in the art] might be very 
interesting,” he said.  

As for the Beach Bash itself, Mr. Hines — whose son Colton, 14, is autistic — said the the Beach Bash is good 
because these families are able to do go to the beach and enjoy themselves — an activity they normally would 
not do. 

The Beach Bash will be held on Sunday, Sept. 9 and Monday, Sept. 10 on the Seventh Avenue beach.  

	  


