
The Coast Star (09/06/2012): Labor Day Marks End 
of Another Successful Summer in Belmar 

Boro sees a 10-percent increase in badge sales from last year 

 

Borough employees removed the parking meters along Ocean Avenue in Belmar yesterday, signaling the end of yet another successful 
year in Belmar. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — With the passing of Labor Day Weekend and the start of school, summer has officially ended for 
most.  

This means people have traded in their swim wear for school clothes and beach chairs for work chairs, and for 
the borough it means looking back and reflecting on how the summer went.  

Overall, Mayor Matt Doherty said, “We have had an outstanding summer here in Belmar. The hard work and 
efforts put forth by our town employees, from our lifeguards and badge checkers to our police and emergency 
services, has allowed us to provide quality services for visitors to Belmar and establish our community as a 
premiere destination spot for thousands of tourists.” 

BADGE SALES 

On the beach, badge sales saw a spike this year. 

Beachfront Director, Kevin O’Donnell said, “Despite the excessive heat mid summer and some incorrect 
weather forecasts, large crowds visited Belmar's beachfront and enjoyed themselves on the cleanest and safest 
beach in Monmouth County.” 

This year, the borough generated almost 10 percent more from beach badge sales than last year, said Bill 
Young, borough administrator. 

Last year, the beach badge sales totaled $2,736,495. 



This year, the borough sold 313,006 daily badges, 14,735 season badges and 5,510 senior badges, making the 
total sales for this season $3,003,830, Mr. Young said.  

This is $267,334 more than last year’s total, he added. 

Mayor Doherty said beach sales were “very strong” this year. 

“Overall we performed better on the beach than the weather would have forecasted,” he said. 

THE BEACH 

Ray Elms, assistant lifeguard supervisor, said he believes the Belmar lifeguards did a “fantastic” job this 
summer because they were prepared and well trained. 

“They did a fantastic job keeping the people safe,” Mr. Elms said. “They are very professional about how they 
handle themselves.” 

According to Mr. Elms, while the lifeguards did not make as many rescues this season as previous years, they 
did make 190 rescues, returned 204 lost children to their parents and had no loss of life. 

He also said “a good portion” of the rescues were made in early in the summer season.  

“The beginning of summer started out different” with many rescues, he said, but August was “quiet.”  

Overall, Mr. Elms said the lifeguards did well and he does not anticipate any changes being made for next year.  

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Like the lifeguards, summer for police officers is always busy time of the year — and this year was no different. 

According to Chief Tom Palmisano, the summer season “was pretty status quo. Nothing crazy out of the 
ordinary.” 

Chief Palmisano said while activity was steady throughout the summer, he did find that the number of house 
parties decreased this summer.  

That is not to say there were no house parties or that some of those parties did not get out of control, the chief 
said. It was just better than previous years, he said. 

This could be because “you are starting to see a little bit of an older crowd renting in Belmar,” Chief Palmisano 
said. 

According to Chief Palmisano, while the number of house parties are decreasing, the number of arrests have 
gone up. 

This year, the police department made 487 arrests, which is 32 more arrests than last year’s number of 455, the 
chief said.  

A majority of these arrests, Chief Palmisano noted, were for disorderly conduct while patrons were intoxicated.  

Overall, though, the chief said the summer went “pretty smoothly,” with all of it “pretty status quo.” 



THE FUTURE 

Mayor Doherty said during the off season, the borough is looking to make a number of improvements, such as 
renovating the eighth and 10th avenue bathrooms. The borough is also looking to re-invest and maintain the 
beach and boardwalk, as well as the four playgrounds, he said. 

The borough is also looking into purchasing another Mobi-Mat on the beach, which provides universal access 
for anyone with a wheelchair, walking aid or baby stroller. 

	  


