
The Coast Star (09/06/2012): Belmar Resident 
Travels to Haiti to Help Build New Homes 

Will return in October for medical-related trip 

 

Vinnie Balestrieri, of Belmar, traveled to Grand Goâve, Haiti, in July to build “rubble houses” for families who lost their homes 
during the 2010 earthquake that hit the island. Mr. Balestrieri traveled to Haiti with 13 others from the First Baptist Church, in 

Manasquan. Photo courtesy ROBIN VOGEL 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Belmar resident Vinnie Balestrieri is a dedicated volunteer, giving back to various causes, so 
when the opportunity to travel and volunteer in Haiti presented itself, Mr. Balestrieri had to take it. 

Mr. Balestrieri and 13 other members of the First Baptist Church, in Manasquan, traveled to Haiti in July to 
help locals rebuild not only their lives, but their homes. 

Haiti was devastated by a 7.0-magnitude earthquake in January 2010. Over two years later, thousands remain 
displaced as their homes and community continue to lay in ruin.  

Joined by other church members, Mr. Balestrieri journeyed to Grand Goâve, Haiti for a week-long trip.  

There, through the help of the organization Conscience International, the group built “rubble houses”— a one-
story house built using recycled rubble from the destroyed buildings.  

With help and donations from the Haiti Housing Network, a group of four nonprofit organizations with a history 
of addressing humanitarian need in the wake of natural disaster, each rubble house can be built within one 
week’s time. 

The final cost of each house ranges from $3,000 to $4,000. 



Each house is made for a Haitian family displaced by the earthquake. The only cost the family members incur is 
their labor in building the home.  

Diane Rexrode, deacon of the First Baptist Church, said the trip was “very successful” for two reasons: seeing 
the progress made in Haiti and new people came on the trip that were not associated with the church. 

The trips bring “awareness about the situation [in Haiti] not only to our church community but to the 
community at large,” she said.  

While in Haiti, the group was able to help build four houses, Ms. Rexrode said, noting that the group did not 
complete any of the houses.  

When asked why he decided to go to Haiti, Mr. Balestrieri said he has always had a passion for volunteering. 
He volunteers at the Beach Bash, here, which gives autistic children the opportunity to learn to surf [see related 
story], is a member of the Belmar First Aid Squad, runs marathons to raise money for various organizations and 
started a Belmar-based company, Missing Piece Parental Support Service, that works with autistic children and 
their families, he said. 

Going to Haiti was an experience, Mr. Balestrieri said. 

“I didn’t know what to expect,” he said, noting that it was his first trip to Haiti. 

Mr. Balestrieri said the “devastation” left from the earthquake was “hard to put into words.”  

At the beginning of the trip, he took pictures of the island to capture what it looked like, he said. But he stopped 
because of the “gravity of the situation,” which was not portrayed in the pictures, he added.  

Mr. Balestrieri said the island as a whole was “very primitive,” but the people were “amazing.” 

People are much more similar than they are different, he said, “but we always emphasize the differences.” 

Mr. Balestrieri added that the sense of community and spirit the locals had, even in their situation, was 
“overwhelming.” 

Mr. Balestrieri will be returning to Haiti in October for a medical-related trip through Conscience International.  

	  


