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End-of-summer luau attracts about 200 people 

 

Tracy Bean, of Belmar [from left], with her 5-year-old son, Alex, who has a brain injury, and Councilwoman Claire Deicke attended 
the the Circle of Friends Helping Young Down Syndrome Adults’ [HYDAS] end-of-summer luau on Aug. 29. Circle of Friends HYDAS 

is a nonprofit dedicated to providing social outings for young adults with special needs. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS 
GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The end of summer luau hosted by Circle of Friends Helping Young Down Syndrome Adults 
[HYDAS] was a success, attracting about 200 people to the Taylor Pavilion last Wednesday evening. 

Circle of Friends HYDAS is a Belmar-based nonprofit whose purpose is to provide social outings for young 
adults with Down syndrome or other mental or physical challenges. It was started by Bob and Carol Cupoli, of 
Belmar, in 1995 so their 37-year-old son, David, who has Down syndrome, and other young adults in similar 
circumstances could have a social life. 

Each Wednesday throughout the summer, Circle of Friends HYDAS, in conjunction with the Borough of 
Belmar, has held a dance for the young adults, as well as community members at large.  

The dances have provided these young adults an opportunity to interact with community members other than 
their peers and it has also enabled them to showcase their talents, Mrs. Cupoli said.  



The dances allow “people to be aware of what their capabilities are instead of their disabilities,” she said. “They 
have special talents just like everyone of us.” 

On Aug. 29, Circle of Friends HYDAS hosted the culminating luau dance to celebrate the end of the summer. 

The luau was “wonderful” and there are “no words to describe it,” Mrs. Cupoli said. 

Of the over 200 people who attended the dance, about 130 of them were young adults, she said.  

It was “heartwarming and enlightening” to see the smiles and fun the young adults were having, Mrs. Cupoli 
said.  

As for the community at large, Mrs. Cupoli said Belmar has “embraced” them. 

“We have the highest regard for a town with the biggest heart we’ve seen in all the years we’ve been doing 
this,” she said. 

To show their support for the group, the Belmar community has come together to help fund the dances.  

The Belmar Tourism Commission has paid for the DJ throughout the summer, said Mary Brabazon, Belmar’s 
tourism administrator. And for the luau, food was donated by various local businesses and decorations were 
donated by the borough, she said. 

Ms. Brabazon said it is so “rewarding” to be involved with this group of people.  

“I think they bring a very refreshing perspective to life,” she said. “Their attitude has a lot to teach all of us.” 

Ms. Brabazon, along with numerous other borough employees, such as the mayor, council members, police 
officers and firefighters, attended the luau dance to show their support. Firefighters from Goodwill Hose 
Company dedicated their time to cooking at the event.  

Councilwoman Claire Deicke said the dance was a “wonderful” way to end the summer dance series for the 
young adults.  

As for the importance of holding such events, the councilwoman said “it heightens an awareness in the 
community about the population.” 

She also said she believes “everybody enjoys a good party and the youngsters who came to our events did also.” 

Mayor Matt Doherty said it is not only the young adults who are enjoying themselves at the dances. 

“As much as these young adults have fun, there’s also an equal amount of inspiration for the members of the 
Belmar community who come and volunteer their time to be a part of it,” he said.  

The mayor also said he is looking forward to continuing the weekly dances next summer and making it a “more 
permanent part of the summer in Belmar.” 

	  


