
The Coast Star (09/06/2012): Mayor Calls on 
Local Officials to Shave Their Heads for a 

Good Cause 
St. Baldrick’s Foundation to host a head-shaving event on Oct. 6 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — At the Sept. 4 council meeting, here, Mayor Mike Ryan called on elected 
officials, challenging them to shave their head for a good cause.  

Mayor Ryan said he is challenging Belmar Matt Doherty and other Irish elected officials at the 
Jersey Shore to shave their heads to raise money and awareness for childhood cancer.  

On Oct. 6, the St. Baldrick’s Foundation will host a head-shaving event at the Friendly Sons of 
the Shillelagh of the Jersey Shore, on 16th Ave., with proceeds benefiting the foundation.  

St. Baldrick’s Foundation is a “volunteer-driven charity committed to funding the most 
promising research to find cures for childhood cancers and give survivors long and healthy 
lives.” 

In order to raise money for research, the St. Baldrick’s Foundation hosts head-shaving events 
around the world, where “shavees” voluntarily shave their heads to raise money and show 
support for those children with cancer who often lose their hair during treatment. 

This year’s event will be in honor of Madison “Madi” Grace Beggs, a 12-year-old girl who lost 
her battle with cancer on June 4 [see related story]. 

Mayor Ryan said shaving one’s head is important because it is for the children. 

“It is a precious gift of life you brought into this world and to see 3, 4 or 5 year olds die from 
cancer or children in school with bald heads because of it … we need to do stuff by raising 
money and getting involved,” Mayor Ryan said.  

When asked how he felt about the challenge, Mayor Doherty said he will consult his wife, 
Maggie, on whether to shave his head, and if she says “OK,” then he will do it. 

“But all joking aside, the cause Mayor Ryan wants to shave his head for is a great one,” he said. 

Anyone can volunteer and be a “shavee.” In order to be a “shavee,” participants must raise $50, 
register online at www.stbaldricks.org and show up on Oct. 6 at the FSOS, located at 815 16th 
Ave., at 2 p.m. For those who do not want to shave their heads, donations are always welcome.  


