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Tournament Sees Largest Turnout Since Inception 

 
Peggy O’Brien, of Sea Girt [from left], Maureen McQuillan, of Wall Township, and Agnes Cooney, of Wall Township, participated in 
the Belmar Fishing Club’s annual Ladies Fishing Tournament on Aug. 16. Photo by JOSEPH J. DELCONZO, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Over 100 women participated in the sixth annual Ladies Fishing Contest, here, on Aug. 16. 

The annual contest, which is held off the pier at the Belmar Fishing Club [BFC], 100 Ocean Ave., is in honor of 
former club member Pat Lyons, of Belmar. 

She was an active and beloved BFC member until her death in 2007, said Lynn Bryan, BFC member. 

So in her honor, the BFC “brings all the women together for a fun night of fishing,” Mrs. Bryan said. The 
tournament is free because it is “strictly for the enjoyment of the women,” she added. 

With 117 women participating this year, it was the largest turnout since its inception, she said, noting that the 
event is put together by the BFC’s fishing activities committee each year. 

In honor of Ms. Lyons, the overall grand prize winner each year gets her name memorialized on the Pat Lyons 
Memorial Trophy. This “perpetual trophy” remains at the fishing club, with each winner’s name engraved onto 
it, Ms. Lyons said. 

This year’s grand prize winner was Karlene Stanislowski, of Wall Township, with a 16 and one-half inch fluke.  

Second prize went to Colleen Prior, of Sea Girt, with a 14 and one-half inch fluke. Third prize went to Stacy 
Vitale, of Spring Lake Heights, with a 14 and one-quarter inch fluke.  

Pat Coyle, of Manasquan, won the most unusual fish award for her six and one-half inch spot and Robette 
Holland, of Wall Township, won smallest fish for her six-inch snapper.  

There were also a first-place winner for each of the four time slots. In three of the time slots, 4 p.m., 5 p.m. and 
7 p.m., winners from previous categories also won in their time slots. Those winners were Mrs. Coyle, Ms. 
Prior and Ms. Stanislowski, respectively. For the 6 p.m. time slot, Ann Owens, of Spring Lake, won with a 13-
inch fluke.  



Each winner received a trophy. In addition to the trophies, prizes included spa services, gift certificates and 
jewelry.  

Mrs. Bryan said this year’s event “was everything we wanted the tournament to be,” with the camaraderie 
between club members and the “gorgeous night.” 

Kathleen Owens, of Spring Lake, also said the event was great. 

“The whole thing is so wonderfully planned and everyone is so open and friendly,” she said. “We just have a 
great time.” 

As for catching a fish, Ms. Owens said she did not catch anything. 

“I fished for quite a few years and the only thing I caught was seaweed,” she said. 

Mrs. Coyle, who won in two categories at the event, said her spot fish was the first fish she ever caught. 

As for the tournament itself, Mrs. Coyle said “It is the best party all year.” 

	  


